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Did you develop during the 200 and whatever days of lockdown, any unusual patterns  

of behaviour? I did. Time after time I found myself yelling at the radio. Now it's probably just 

as well that I live on my own and the blocks up near where I live in McKay Road are pretty big, 

so I never got any complaints from the neighbours. But it's got into a bit of a habit, and I found 

myself the other day, just a couple of days, ago listening to the news. There was nothing to 

do with Covid or politics or anything like that. It was a story on the news about a gang of five 

thugs – that’s the only word you could use - teenage thugs who set upon a 16 year old who 

was on his own and seriously injured him. They wanted to get of course, any money he had 

and of course his phone. And you hear those stories all the time but when I yelled at the radio 

there was a seven letter word beginning with “g” and ending with “s”. See if you can guess 

what that was. 

Imagine if that was someone dear to you who had been set upon by a group of people hunting 

in packs. The fearlessness of those who’ve got four or five or six around them happens all the 

time. Happens in shopping centres, happens in any number of different places.  

And it’s an indication that really things aren't anywhere near what they should be. As  

a community we have lots of reasons to worry about what we are doing to one another, how 

we are developing into a society which is living not in fear of some enemy from overseas, but 

maybe people who are next door, or going to be in the supermarket when we are. It's been 

developing for a while and it's not necessarily getting any better. 

It was interesting being in hospital for quite a while last year - I got familiar with the environment 

of the hospital and more and more I saw these signs which are going up in hospitals all the 

time. You might have seen some of these. No excuse for abuse. Absolutely. And that's the 

end result. Imagine if that was your Nurse, your daughter - squatting down in the corridor just 

in tears by the way she’d been treated.   

I suppose I'm particularly aware of this because a very dear friend of mine was operated on 

some years ago for cancer, by a surgeon who was killed by a visitor to a hospital in Box Hill. 

A fairly famous case, you probably know of it. But it's different when you know people who 

have been treated by those skilled people. This was a wonderful man just going about his job 

- then what did he do to provoke that? He asked the person not to smoke in the hospital area. 

That was about maybe five or six years ago, and my friend was one of the last people he 

operated on, and I know his death destroyed my friend in no uncertain terms.  

These are the things which I remember thinking of, that when I was in the hospital looking at 

the staff thinking; your job is tough enough as it is within the context of Covid and hours and 

sanitising and all the different rules and so on they’ve got to obey, let alone living in fear of the 

next person that comes along in emergency or anywhere else in the hospital for that matter. 

We’ve got to take on board what is that saying about our society? And then we pick up today 

the words of Jesus - words with which he launched for want of a better word, his public 

ministry. And they are words which are familiar to His many listeners because they were taken 

from the prophet Isaiah. “The spirit of the Lord is upon me. He’s anointed me to bring good 

news to the poor; to set the downtrodden free.” They were words of enormous hope. They 

were words of enormous motivation, and they did bring hope and we're listening to them all 

these years later coming not only from the prophet Isaiah but coming from the lips of Jesus 

Himself.  

And I guess I think of that this weekend. It's my second last week in the Parish - it’s gone 

quickly – just got here or so it seems that way. But things happen to all of us in our life and 

things take a different turn. But as I’ve said in the bulletin, in the hand passing of the reigns, 

the baton, whatever to Fr Mark Reynolds next week, we’ll do some sort of little ceremony - we 



haven't made it up yet well it'll be so don't get too excited, it’ll be something we probably make 

up five minutes before Mass begins. But it'll be a symbolic thing, maybe the key to the 

Tabernacle or something like that. But I mentioned that this weekend within the context of this 

scripture verse because in the long run whether it's this Priest or that Priest, whether it’s this 

Parish Council or that Parish Council, whether it's even, dare I say it, this Parish community 

made up of these people or a Parish community made up of other people or whatever, 

ultimately, it's not about any of us. It's about Jesus. And what we need to recognise more than 

anything else in this his troubled world, where even people at the tennis are booing for 

goodness sake - I saw that the other night - couldn't believe what I was hearing. And all sorts 

of explanations of what it was supposed to be or what it might have been something to do with 

a soccer player or something – what a lot of rubbish. It was Aussie booing pure and simple 

and why? Tennis crowds used to be the most, polite people on the face of the earth. Now 

they’ve turned into a ragged bunch of you know what.  

So, our world needs Jesus more than ever before. You might well say, hang on a minute – go 

back 60, 70 years the world was at war. People were slaughtering each other here there and 

everywhere. Yes, they were. But this is so much more on the home level. It’s there within the 

context of neighbours and family and just our own community areas where we are in fear  

of one another. Somehow or other the focus of Priests, the focus of Parishes, the focus  

of those who serve in Parishes, be they staff, Parish Councillors people who are wonderful 

volunteers and so on; and this Parish has got all of those in abundance. It has been extremely 

well served and it has given extremely good service to one another over quite a substantial 

period of time. And I don’t want to butter you up too much, but you guys are in the in the top 

bracket of Parishes in Melbourne. You really are. There is a vitality, notwithstanding the 

devastation of Covid shutdowns and lockdowns and so on; there is a vitality and a core of faith 

that is very, very real in his wonderful Parish of Saint Simons.  

And I was very, fortunate indeed to be able to be here and share that with you for these past 

four and a half years and I count myself as fortunate in that. But that's what you've got to offer 

and my hope – no, my expectation - is that you will shape up and continue that into the future 

because the Church needs you, the Parish needs you, but most of all the community needs 

you. We don't just exist as a little pocket of Catholics in Rowville. We are all part of a wider 

community, and we are meant to be there to make a difference to that community by the way 

in which we interact with one another. And here, as we gather around the altar, as we receive 

the Eucharist, as we listen to the Word of God this is the way in which we recharge ourselves 

in order to reflect the person of Jesus in our community. 

So, whether it's this Priest or that Priest, really in the long run doesn't matter. What is really 

important is the value of you and what you give your community and in this particular Parish 

as you absorb the strength and the energy and most importantly the faith in Jesus from one 

another. Particularly in times where it has been tougher than before with Covid and lockdowns 

and the rest of it - some people a bit fearful of coming into places and so on. 

So, my prayer for each and every one of you is that you will, in whatever way you can, continue 

to serve one another; to take on board the words of Jesus; the Spirit of the Lord is upon you. 

He has sent you to bring good news to the poor, to proclaim liberty to captives to set the 

downtrodden free - all of those things. That's not just the commission of Jesus. It's not just the 

commission of Priests or Parish leaders. It’s the commission of each and every person. 

 

So, God bless you and may the Lord guide you and strengthen you to make this Parish 

everything that it has been, into the future, and even more importantly, everything that it can 

be under God's grace and will, in to the future. 


