
Parish  Personnel  

PARISH PRIEST 
Fr Kevin Dillon 
Mobile: 0421 777 360  
Email: frkd@stsimonsparish.com.au 

PASTORAL ASSOCIATE 
Mrs Abbie Ferdinands (Mon, Wed, Fri) 

BUSINESS & OFFICE MANAGER 
Mr Peter Evans (Mon - Thu) 

SAFETY OFFICER 
Mrs Julie Ashman (Mon, Wed, Fri) 

CHILD SAFEGUARDING 
Ms Delisia Gonsalves  

(by appointment) 

SECRETARY 
Mrs Felicia Ahumada (Mon - Wed, Fri) 

ST. SIMON’S SCHOOL PRINCIPAL 
Mr Tom Wursthorn: 9755 4222  

NAZARETH COLLEGE PRINCIPAL 
Mr Sam Cosentino: 9795 8100 

AFTER SCHOOL REL. PROGRAM 
Mrs. Rosetta Scheepers:  
0408 884 867 

CHURCH MASS TIMES 
Sun: 7.30am, 9.00am & 11.00am 
Mon & Public Holidays: 10.00am  
Tues - Fri: 9.15am 
Sat: 9.15am, 6.00pm  

(See page 2 for full details)  

RECONCILIATION 
Sat: 9.45am 

ONLINE MASS TIMES 
Sunday, live from Saturday 4.00pm 
Mon & Public Holidays from 10am 
Tuesday to Friday from 9:15am 

MASS ON RADIO 
Mass from St. Simon’s is broadcast 
on: 89.9 FM The Light  

at: 7am Sundays 

WEDDINGS & MARRIAGE PREP. 
Contact Parish Office 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
By private arrangement with  
Fr Kevin (0421 777 360) 

PARISH COUNCIL 
parishcouncil@stsimonsparish.com.au 

Currently due to COVID  
Restrictions PARISH HALL  
is not available for Hire. 

PARISH CENTRE FACILITIES 
HIRE 

Please Contact Parish Office 

ST VINCENT DE PAUL HELPLINE 
1800 305 330 

St. Simon the Apostle Parish 
2 Taylors Lane, Rowville 3178 

Office Hours:  Mon - Fri | 10.00 am - 4.00 pm 

  (03) 9764 4058      office@stsimonsparish.com.au 

  www.stsimonsparish.com.au 

September 26, 2021 - 26th Sunday in Ordinary Time  

There are so many questions rolling 
around our minds as we struggle 
through the multiple issues initiated 
through the world-wide challenge  
of the pandemic. 
 

Is vaccination to be a matter  
of personal choice? If so, should 
medical people (or anyone else, for 
that matter) be obligated to put their 
own health and that of their  family 
at risk when called upon to treat 
non-vaccinated people who have 

contracted a disease which might have been avoided? 
 

These are just two of a seemingly unlimited number of questions now  
confronting the global community. And these include the matter of church 
attendance, whether for Mass, Baptisms, Funerals or any reason, for people 
who refuse vaccination, for any number of reasons. And how are such  
unprecedented prohibitions to be policed? By the Government, by church 
leaders, by individual parishioners??? 
 

Over the 18-month journey of COVID across the world, the impact of what 
was first seen as a health threat alone has spread into just about every  
aspect of living, very much including our spiritual and faith-centred lives.  
 

To date, there does not appear to have been, on any “official” church level, 
any serious or meaningful attempt to address the numerous “issues” we  
never, in our wildest dreams, believed could impact on our religious faith 
practice. 
 

Churches are locked. Mass attendance is either zero, highly-limited  
or spasmodic. The availability of spiritual  “basics”, such as sacramental  
Confession or Anointing, even Baptism, is either highly-compromised  
or even prohibited. The absence of these is causing enormous distress  
to countless people, with no real prospect of imminent change, vaccine  
or no vaccine. 
 

Eighteen months on, church leaders must address this neglect - and quickly. 
We have been told for years that “the church changes only slowly”. Well,  
that’s not good enough now. Availability of the Eucharist, of sacramental  
forgiveness, of the healing grace of Anointing etc. are the right of people 
who seek them. But so far the official answer has been simply to lock the 
doors and pull down the shutters. There is little or no evidence of any  
genuine attempt by Church leaders to find additional or alternative means  
by which, in these “unprecedented times”, such fundamental spiritual gifts 
and duties of the Church are still to be available for those who seek them. 
 

That negative, head-in-sand response has not been good enough, by any 
standard. COVID and its many major personal, spiritual implications are  
not going away, and it’s time for Church leaders, from the Pope onwards,  
to produce real leadership and provide the people who are “the Church”  
with the spiritual nourishment they seek, need and deserve. If church rules  
and customs need to changed or adjusted to achieve this, then just do it. 
 

And when do we need that leadership? As a matter of fact, we need it NOW!  

“Thank you for  

your contribution, 

large or small,  

as it will help us  

to continue  

provide for you.” 



 

 

THIS WEEK’S REFLECTION  

 

Today’s Gospel looks at the unfortunate “us and them” 
attitude or judgement we often engage towards  
people. The disciple John raises an objection to others 
working in Jesus’ name but who are not of the ‘in’ 
crowd – “he was not one of us”. Instead of focussing 
on what they share in common (the ability to cast out 
demons, working in the name of Jesus) John 
measures this other person’s activity solely in terms  
of his belonging within the discipleship group or not. 
Jesus reminds his disciples that God is able to work 
outside their select group. 
 
“Where there is charity and wisdom, there is neither 
fear nor ignorance. Where there is patience and  
humility, there is neither anger nor vexation.” 
 

                                                                                                                             Saint Francis of Assisi  
 

Provided by: St Simon’s Faith Development Team 
 

Facilitated Gatherings 
 

To confirm your attendance, or, join any of these 
groups please email: 
loretta@stsimonsparish.com.au 
 

1. GOSPEL REFLECTION via Zoom 

2
nd

 & 4
th

 Mondays from 7.30pm – 9.00pm   

2. THE WELL  

1st & 3rd Wednesdays Monthly 10.30am & 7.30pm 
Next Meeting October 6th 
Topic to be advised next week. 

3. ZOOM AND SOUL  

NEXT meeting will be on Tuesday, 5th October  
at 7.20pm for 7.30pm start.  
Guest Speaker:  Dr. Elissa Roper  
Topic :  “What does it mean to be Church? 
How can we embrace our full identity as Church?” 
 

See website for more details. 
…………………………………………………………… 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY WISHES 

Lisa-Marie Harris, Francis Pulikkottil,  
Phil Solari, Sarah Abraham, Joclyn Kueh,  
Geraro Amirtham, Julian Belisaro,  
Shaun Rajasingam, Declan McAleese,  
Chris Nguyen, Stephanie Mastromanno,  
Alex Fotopoulos, Stacey Cramer, Candice Failla,  
Anthony Bernardo, Felicia Ahumada, Daniel Gialanze, 
Christian Pancione, Allan Orbien, Kaye Williams. 

May you enjoy your celebration 

…………………………………………………..………. 

SLOGAN OF THE WEEK 
 

“Broken Crayons still colour.” 

ONLINE MASSES AT ST. SIMONS THIS WEEK 
 

Monday (Sept 27): 10.00 am  
 

Tuesday to Friday (Sept 28 - Oct 1): 9.15 am 
 

Sunday Mass (Oct 3) from 4pm Saturday, Oct 2  
on the Website. 

We thank you for your cooperation.  
……..……………..…………………………..……….…… 

PERMANENT VIDEO FACILITIES 

Thanks to all those who have responded generously 
already - we have raised what is likely to be enough 
for the livestreaming equipment, but would still  
welcome more donations towards our Parish.  
 
 

Just contact our Business Manager, Peter Evans at:  
peter@stsimonsparish.com.au for further details on 
how to contribute. Any help is much appreciated. 
……..……………..…………………………..……….…… 

PARISH DIARY  

Monday September 27: 

7.15pm: St Simon’s ALPHA (via Zoom) 

7.30pm: Gospel Reflection (via Zoom) 

Friday October 1:  

10.30am: Rosary (via Zoom) 
…………………………………………………..……….… 

ROSARY 

Please join us as we pray  
the Rosary and intercede  
to our Blessed Mother for  
all our intentions on Fridays  
at 10.30am via zoom. If you  
are interested please email:  

abbie@stsimonsparish.com.au 
…………………………………………………..……….… 

MAY THEY REST IN PEACE  

We pray for the repose  
of the souls of: 

Recent Death: Dan Daly, Ignatia De Costa, 
                              
Anniversaries: Harry Weinberg, Mrs Joan Lamb,  
          Jean Ashman, Denzil Grant, Margaret Dalton,  
          Kathleen Todd, Christy Navaneelan.  
 

We lift our prayers to you Lord, 
for all those who are sick in the world. 

….………………………………………..……………….... 

TO REQUEST A SPECIAL INTENTION  

Please ensure to advise the Parish Office  
as early as possible via email:  

office@stsimonsparish.com.au 

Rosters for weekend of 2nd & 3rd October 2021 

Mass Recorder 1) Shanti Jayamanne | 2) Chad Cole Homily Typist: Janet Forster  

mailto:loretta@stsimonsparish.com.au
mailto:abbie@stsimonsparish.com.au


ST SIMON’S RCIA PROGRAM 2021 

Are you or a friend interested 
in becoming a Catholic? 

The Rite of Christian Initiation  
of Adults begins with  
INFORMATION NIGHT  
on TUESDAY (new date)  
9th November 2021  
from 7.30pm in the Chapel. 
 
Sessions are via ZOOM during lockdown. 
RCIA is for: Adults who are not baptised.  
Adults baptised in another Christian church. 
Non-practising Catholics wishing to renew their faith. 
 
Phone the Parish office on 9764 4058  
or Reg on 9790 5616 or just come along on the night.   
 

“Come and see.”  
 

            All parties must have proof of vaccination.  
………………………………………………………….… 

UPDATE ON ST. SIMON’S FETE 2021 

At the Committee meeting recently, it was decided 
that the degree of COVID compliance required, along 
with the uncertainly of potential ”snap” lockdowns, has 
made the staging of a major event like the St. Simon’s 
Fete unworkable. 
 

Accordingly the Fete, at least in its usual form, will not 
be held this year. HOWEVER the Committee will be 
working on a project which will make many, if not most 
of the Fete attractions open to parishioners and the 
community in a different form.  
 

More details will be in the email  
being sent to parishioners in the  
coming weeks. We might be “down”,  
but we are by no means “out” 
 
………………………………………………….………..… 

CALLED TO BE DANGEROUS WOMEN 

 Virtual Scripture Series via Zoom.  

 Join us in a journey of discovery as  
 we explore the role of women in faith. 

 
 

Final session: 29 Sept. | Time: 7.00 pm - 8.00 pm  

Registration: https:// garratt.wufoo.com/forms/
k1h4t4sz1lv5cza/ 
…………………………………………………..…….…… 

CONSECRATION TO ST JOSEPH 

  The Wonders  

of Our Spiritual Father 

  To order a hard copy ($25 ea). 
  

   Please email the Parish Office:  
  office@stsimonsparish.com.au 

 CATHOLIC THEOLOGICAL COLLEGE 

 Graduate Certificate  
 in Teaching Meditation  
 free Zoom Information Session 
 

 Date & Time: Tuesday 12 October  
 7.00pm – 7.30pm 
 

 Presenters: 
 Rev. Assoc. Prof. John Dupuche  
 and Dr Chris Morris 

 

Enquiries: Jenny Delahunt | T: 9412 3333   
E: jenny.delahunt@ctc.edu.au  W: ctc.edu.au/open-days/ 
…………………………………………………..….………
HEART OF LIFE  

Are You Called to be a Spiritual Director?   
A Pastoral Supervisor?  Or a compassionate listener  
to others?  We invite you to a Taster Session (via Zoom), 
on Saturday 2 October 2021 at 9.30am-11am AEST  
to explore whether one of these ministries may be  
for you.  Come and experience in a facilitated group via 
Zoom:  a) the Siloam Program for the Formation  
of Spiritual Directors, b) the Emmaus Supervision  
Program, or c) Let the Heart Listen.  Each of these courses 
is available in 2022 in-person (Covid-permitting) or via 
Zoom.  To register for the free Taster event , please click 
the link on our home page at www.heartoflife.melbourne,  
or contact us at secretary@heartoflife.melbourne  
or tel (03) 9890 1101.   

…………………………………………………..………… 

     A message from  
     Aid to the Church  
     in Need Australia:  

One Million Children 
Praying the Rosary: 

ACN invites you to join the prayer campaign ‘One  
Million Children Praying the Rosary’ for unity and 
peace in the world on the 18th of October. Be part  
of this prayer campaign and join many others!  
Register and learn more at:  
www.aidtochurch.org/one-million-children 

…………………………………………………..………… 
PALMS AUSTRALIA                   
 

Get Ready to Fly! 

Since 1961 Palms Australia has quietly  
prepared and supported humble Catholics  
like you for mission. It’s our response as church 
to calls from Australian and overseas communities  
to help bring opportunity to the poor.  
 

All professions and trades are called to assist  
this mission. 
  

Sharing your skills with local co-workers helps them  
to develop their essential community organisations. 
Improving their self-reliance aids sustainable poverty 
reduction and removes dependence on foreign aid 
and influence. Your relationships within the local  
community will transform your heart and soul.  
 

To be prepared for a 2022 enquire by Friday, Oct 29.  
 

Visit palms.org.au Email palms@palms.org.au  

or call Christine on 02 9560 5333  

mailto:jenny.delahunt@ctc.edu.au
https://ctc.edu.au/news-and-events/open-days/
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.heartoflife.melbourne%2F&data=04%7C01%7Crowville%40cam.org.au%7C8fc7628c5128499ea98208d977d91d31%7C48ee20c7c8ea423c8b28f19801e34193%7C0%7C0%7C637672596773653297%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWI
mailto:secretary@heartoflife.melbourne
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.aidtochurch.org%2Fone-million-children&data=04%7C01%7Crowville%40cam.org.au%7Cb777be8d343a4e16271d08d97641dcdf%7C48ee20c7c8ea423c8b28f19801e34193%7C0%7C0%7C637670847540531332%7CUnknown%7CTWF


September 26, 2021 - 26th Sunday in Ordinary Time  

First reading 
Numbers 11:25-29 

The Lord came down in the Cloud. He spoke with 
Moses, but took some of the spirit that was on him 
and put it on the seventy elders. When the spirit 
came on them they prophesied, but not again. 

Two men had stayed back in the camp; one was 
called Eldad and the other Medad. The spirit came 
down on them; though they had not gone to the 
Tent, their names were enrolled among the rest. 
These began to prophesy in the camp. The young 
man ran to tell this to Moses, ‘Look,’ he said ‘Eldad 
and Medad are prophesying in the camp.’ Then 
said Joshua the son of Nun, who had served 
Moses from his youth, ‘My Lord Moses, stop them!’ 
Moses answered him, ‘Are you jealous on my 
account? If only the whole people of the Lord were 
prophets, and the Lord gave his Spirit to them all!’ 

 
Responsorial Psalm 

Psalm 18(19):8,10,12-14 
The precepts of the Lord give joy to the heart. 

 
Second reading 

James 5:1-6 

An answer for the rich. Start crying, weep for the 
miseries that are coming to you. Your wealth is all 
rotting, your clothes are all eaten up by moths. All 
your gold and your silver are corroding away, and 
the same corrosion will be your own sentence, and 
eat into your body. It was a burning fire that you 
stored up as your treasure for the last days. 
Labourers mowed your fields, and you cheated 
them – listen to the wages that you kept back, 
calling out; realise that the cries of the reapers have 
reached the ears of the Lord of hosts. On earth you 

have had a life of comfort and luxury; in the time  
of slaughter you went on eating to your heart’s 
content. It was you who condemned the innocent 
and killed them; they offered you no resistance. 

 
Gospel 

Mark 9:38-43,45,47-48 

John said to Jesus, ‘Master, we saw a man who is 
not one of us casting out devils in your name; and 
because he was not one of us we tried to stop him.’ 
But Jesus said, ‘You must not stop him: no one 
who works a miracle in my name is likely to speak 
evil of me. Anyone who is not against us is for us. 

‘If anyone gives you a cup of water to drink just 
because you belong to Christ, then I tell you 
solemnly, he will most certainly not lose his reward. 

‘But anyone who is an obstacle to bring down one 
of these little ones who have faith, would be better 
thrown into the sea with a great millstone round his 
neck. And if your hand should cause you to sin, cut 
it off; it is better for you to enter into life crippled, 
than to have two hands and go to hell, into the fire 
that cannot be put out. And if your foot should 
cause you to sin, cut it off; it is better for you to 
enter into life lame, than to have two feet and be 
thrown into hell. And if your eye should cause you 
to sin, tear it out; it is better for you to enter into the 
kingdom of God with one eye, than to have two 
eyes and be thrown into hell where their worm does 
not die nor their fire go out.’ 

 

 

 

 Spring Clean Windows Inside and Out 

 Carpet Cleaning 

 Tenant Vacate Clean  

 General House Cleaning 

 Water Blasting & Pressure Washing 

For a FREE QUOTE 
Contact Steve: 0423 496 516 

 

Appliance Repairs  
& Installation Service 

We specialize in the repair of: 

 Washing Machines 

 Dishwashers 

 Dryers 

 Electric Ovens 

 Microwaves 

 Cooktops / Range hoods 

 Fridges / Freezers 

 Test / Tag Services 
 

Contact: Ash (0413 913 619) 

 ChipKing 
  Data & Security 

 

                 CCTV Systems 
        Security Alarms 

            Digital & Cable TV 
              Whole House Wi-Fi 

                 NBN / Data Networks 
 

Call Brad: 0438 090 700 
sales@chipking.com.au 

 

Registered Cabler T08011 

Security Reg. 936-086-80S  

 
  

Super Steve’s Cleaning Team 

 
 

Home Loans, Investment Loans, Commercial Loans. 

Interest rates have never been lower. If you haven't 
reviewed your lending recently, give our team who are based 

right here in Rowville a call to find out  

how much you could save! 

Learn more at www.together.finance find us on Facebook 

@together.finance or call  

(03) 8761 9024  |  0404 065 396 

Piano Lessons 

 

Private or Group Lessons on: 
Piano, Keyboard, Guitar, Singing, Theory 
 

5 years old to adults, for all levels  
 

Preparation for A.M.E.B and V.C.E 
Exams, vocal performances and just  

for your pleasure! 
 

Book a free trial class: 
Phone: 0407 816 197 

Email: nataliaspeirs12@gmail.com 
 
 

www.melodymusicschool.com.au 

We come to you

Law  
Family law, wills & estates,  

commercial law, employment,      
contracts & disputes. 

Conveyancing 
Buying and selling property. 

Home loans 
 

www.powalawyers.com.au 
  

0407 739 123 | 0452 615 780 

Next Week’s Readings:  
27Th Sunday in Ordinary Time  (Yr. B) 

Gen 2:18-24; Heb 2:9-11; Mk 10:1-16 

http://www.together.finance
http://www.powalawyers.com.au

