
Parish  Personnel  
PARISH PRIEST 
Fr Kevin Dillon 
Mobile: 0421 777 360  
Email: frkd@stsimonsparish.com.au 

PASTORAL ASSOCIATE 
Mrs Abbie Ferdinands (Mon, Wed, Fri) 

BUSINESS & OFFICE MANAGER 
Mr Peter Evans (Mon - Thu) 

SAFETY OFFICER 
Mrs Julie Ashman (Mon, Wed, Fri) 

CHILD SAFEGUARDING 
Ms Delisa Gonsalves  

(by appointment) 

SECRETARY 
Mrs Felicia Ahumada (Mon - Wed) 
Mrs Anabel Acosta-Harvey (Thu - Fri) 

ST. SIMON’S SCHOOL PRINCIPAL 
Mr Tom Wursthorn: 9755 4222  

NAZARETH COLLEGE PRINCIPAL 
Mr Sam Cosentino: 9795 8100 

AFTER SCHOOL REL. PROGRAM 
Mrs. Rosetta Scheepers:  
0408 884 867 

MASS TIMES 
Sun: 7.30am, 9.00am & 11.00am 
Mon & Public Holidays: 10.00am  
Tues - Fri: 9.15am 
Sat: 9.15am, 6.00pm (this week and 
next week, also 4.30pm). 
(See page 2 for full details)  

RECONCILIATION 
Sat: 9.45am 

ONLINE MASS TIMES 
Sunday, live from Saturday 6.00pm 
Mon & Public Holidays from 10am 
Tuesday to Friday from 9:15am 

MASS ON RADIO 
Mass from St. Simon’s is broadcast 
on: 89.9 FM The Light  

at: 7am Sundays 

WEDDINGS & MARRIAGE PREP. 
Contact Parish Office 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
By private arrangement with  
Fr Kevin (0421 777 360) 

PARISH COUNCIL 
parishcouncil@stsimonsparish.com.au 

Currently due to COVID  
Restrictions PARISH HALL  
is not available for Hire. 

PARISH CENTRE FACILITIES 
HIRE 

Please Contact Parish Office 

ST VINCENT DE PAUL HELPLINE 
1800 305 330 

St. Simon the Apostle Parish 
2 Taylors Lane, Rowville 3178 

Office Hours:  Monday to Friday 10.00am - 4.00pm 
   (03) 9764 4058     office@stsimonsparish.com.au 

   www.stsimonsparish.com.au   

August 1, 2021 - 18th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

When multiple allegations of sexual abuse of 
children by Catholic Church personnel first came 
forward five decades ago, claims for 
“compensation” were rare. As well there being 
“beyond belief” for most people, how could such 
offences against children be “compensated”? 
 

People whose lives had been ruined in their  
childhood years were faced with disbelief by 
church authorities and in many cases even their 
own families, then later being re-traumatised as 
endless legal interrogation and psychological/ 
psychiatric examinations were made. 
 

When so many allegations became legally    
proven or at least accepted by church             
authorities, the apologies came. Then two      
Parliamentary Inquiries (in Vic. and NSW) and 
an Australia-wide Royal Commission found that 
any false allegations were a tiny rarity, there 
were more “apologies”. 
 

But when victims sought recognition of the    
damage they had suffered - for 2, 3, 4 decades 
and more - the legal defences and strategies 
designed by Church lawyers to crush victims 
were utilised to the full, even when the            
perpetrators had been in prison for many years. 
 

A letter of “apology” to one victim even stated 
that should the victim seek damages in a civil 
court, the offences which had been accepted by 
the Church would still be “strenuously defended” 
in court. 
 

Reports of two quite separate recently “settled” 
cases in which Kevin O’Donnell was the accused 
perpetrator indicate a combined “settlement 
compensation” of more than $3 million. Such 
was the result of the strategy of “strenuous     
defence” of the indefensible.’ 
 

Church leaders regularly remind the public that 
they have apologised. Indeed they have, and 
rightly so But what is needed a practical and 
genuine contrition. Contrition is deep sorrow and 
an unconditional acceptance of responsibility    
for whatever has happened and caused harm. 
 

In the long, drawn-out, horrific saga of church 
related abuse of children, genuine “contrition” is 
incompatible with “strenuous defence” against 
victims - in or out of 
court. 
 

So what would Jesus 
say? Simple. He would 
say “Treat other people 
the way you would like 
to be treated yourself”.  

As the first of Kevin         
O’Donnell’s victims to report 
the paedophile priest to police, 
he paved a courageous path for 
other abuse survivors to follow. 
Now, he hopes the $1.375     
million he will receive from the 
Catholic Church will stand as a 
landmark settlement that assists 
O’Donnell’s other victims.  

It is 50 years since BTZ was 
groomed and abused as an       
11-year-old boy in Hastings by 
his parish priest. O’Donnell is 
one of Australia’s most          
notorious paedophiles and the 
church acknowledged his 
crimes, the archdiocese made 
BTZ fight for compensation, 
which “gutted” him and he     
spiralled into depression. He 
went through two rounds with 
the Melbourne Response scheme 
and had his case before the    
Supreme Court over the past 15 
months until last week, when the 
church and its lawyers settled . 

“The Age”, Monday July 26. 
……………………………………. 

THE Catholic Church has been 
forced to pay out a record $2m 
in compensation after originally 
only offering $27,500 to a    
victim of notorious priest Kevin 
O’Donnell. David Kenter won 
the payout – the largest of its 
kind in Victorian history – more 
than 45 years after he was first 
sexually abused as a nine-year 
old altar boy. Complaints were 
made to the church about 
O’Donnell more than 15 years 
before Mr Kenter’s abuse began. 
But, in court documents from 
the settlement, the Church    
denied the abuse was caused by 
negligence of the Melbourne 
Archbishop, who was           
responsible for O’Donnell’s 
appointment. “(The Church) 
should take ownership for the 
abuse they have allowed to     
happen over the years,”           
Mr Kenter said. “It feels like 
you’re continuing to be abused 
through the whole court process 
in the way they drag it out. 

“Herald Sun”, Fri. July 23 

https://www.theage.com.au/national/the-priests-and-brothers-who-preyed-on-children-20160301-gn72tw.html
https://www.theage.com.au/national/the-priests-and-brothers-who-preyed-on-children-20160301-gn72tw.html
https://www.theage.com.au/national/the-priests-and-brothers-who-preyed-on-children-20160301-gn72tw.html


MAY THEY REST IN PEACE  

We pray for the repose of the souls of: 

Recent Deaths: Jacqueline Sentry 

Anniversaries: Ecarnacion Santiago Burayag,  
Fr. John  Van Suylen. 
…………………………..………………………………… 

THIS WEEK’S REFLECTION 

When Jesus fed the 5000 – plus people all the bread 
they could eat and even some left over, naturally 
people went looking for Jesus. But Jesus points out 
to them, solemly that He himself was ‘the bread of 
life’, the real food that God wants to give all of us. 

But we have to ‘come to (Him)’ we have to believe in 
(Him) (John 6.35). 

Then Jesus declared, ‘I am the bread of life. Whoev-
er comes to me will never go hungry, and whoever 

believes in me will never be thirsty. 

(John 6:35) 
Provided by: St Simon’s Faith Development Team. 
…………………………..………………………………… 

FAITH DEVELOPMENT GATHERINGS 
Enquires or to join any of these groups.  
Email: loretta@stsimonsparish.com.au 
 

1. GOSPEL REFLECTION via Zoom 
2nd and 4th Mondays from 7.30pm – 9.00pm   
A time to allow the Gospel to transform your life 
through personal reflection, guided reflection and     
prayer. 
 

2. THE WELL - Parish Centre  
August 3rd - 10.00am to 11.30am 
TOPIC: Finding nourishment in chaotic times. 
Where do we find what nourishes and sustains            
us in these uncertain times. Come join us in a safe    
environment. 
 

3. ZOOM AND SOUL  
August 3rd - 7.30pm to 9.30pm 
Topic : God Seeking His Lost Sheep - A Personal      
Witness. Come and Listen to a moving story of one   
person's journey of faith and search for the truth and 
feel free to share your own story too in small groups 
later. Zoom link: https://zoom.us/j/98349298519?
pwd=VkNoTTZZeFoyMzAvOThhK3A2SGNYUT09 
Meeting ID: 983 4929 8519          Passcode: faith  

THIS WEEKEND, JULY 31 / AUG.1 MASSES  
 

Saturday (Vigil) at 4.30pm & 6.00pm 
(Livestream). Parish Centre Simulcast at 6pm 
(only if 6pm Service is FULLY booked.)  

Sunday at 7.30am, 9.00am & 11.00am 

Parish Centre Simulcast at 11am, but only if all 
other Services are FULLY booked. 

Current COVID regulations permit limit is 100. 

REMEMBER! It is essential to: 

1. Book in via the Parish Website for Weekend 
Masses. (www.stsimonsparish.com.au).  

2. Compulsory to wear mask indoors & outdoors. 

3. Register your attendance via QR code upon 
arrival. 

Monday (August 2): 10.00am 

Tuesday to Saturday (August 3-7): 9.15am 

Saturday (August 7 - Vigil): 4.30 & 6pm 
(Livestream) 

Sunday (August 8): 7.30am, 9.00am & 11.00am 

We thank you for your cooperation.  

…………………………..…………………………….…… 

PARISH DIARY (Conditions apply-See above) 

Monday August 2: 

7.15pm: St Simon’s ALPA via Zoom 

Tuesday August 3: 

10.00am: The Well (Parish Centre) 

1.30pm: Craft Group (Parish Centre) 

7.30pm: Zoom and Soul (Zoom) 

Wednesday August 4:  

9.15am Mass followed by Rosary (Church) 

7pm Fete Planning Meeting (Parish Centre) 

8pm Fete Stallholders Meeting (Location TBA) 

Friday August 6: 

10.00am: Anointing Mass - Cuppa after Mass  

Rosters for weekend of 7th & 8th August 2021 (if not in lockdown) 

 6.00 pm 7.30 am 9.00 am 11.00 am 

Reader 1 Forster Family  Brian Philp Ng Family Loretta Hughes 

Reader 2 Forster Family  Brian Philp Ng Family Ayesha Kaur 

Commentator Martin Vaifale Phil Mawdsley Tony Fry Estela Banac 

Help Desk Victoria Kong Anabel Acosta-Harvey  Myrella Desfosses Christina Liew 

CLOW N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Bus Driver Lorraine Van Vloten Flowers: Theresa Poh 

Mass Recorder 1) Kevin D’Rozario | 2) Peter Evans Homily Typist: Judy Schmidt 

Altar Society Melanie Jacobs & Annie McNeill 

Church Cleaning Janine Fryer, Marina Ruffolo, George Kertesi, Mike Joseph 

mailto:loretta@stsimonsparish.com.au
https://zoom.us/j/98349298519?pwd=VkNoTTZZeFoyMzAvOThhK3A2SGNYUT09
https://zoom.us/j/98349298519?pwd=VkNoTTZZeFoyMzAvOThhK3A2SGNYUT09


HAPPY BIRTHDAY WISHES 

Loyala Rodrigo, Samantha Basa,       
Dominique Allas, Troy Rabot, Jason 
McPherson, Shanisse Mathes, Joshua Lim, 
Jessica Viergever, Andrew Viergever,                  
Michelle Wong, Chamindra Fernando, Karlee Hill, 
Francis Nguyen, Abbey Marziano, Jenny Maxwell, 
Sheila Kelaart, Liji Abraham, Joanne Iannazzo,     
Lauren Pecora. 

May you enjoy your celebration 

…………………………………..……………………...… 

YOU’RE INVITED! ST SIMON’S ALPHA?  

Alpha? Is an opportunity to explore life, faith and God 
in a friendly, open and informal environment. 

A series beginning Monday 2 August, 7.15pm for 
7.30pm start, finishing 9pm, online using Zoom. 
Bookings can be made through Trybooking – limited 
to 48 participants.  

Book: https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing?
eid=791224&                                                                      
For more information contact Jacqui: 0410 457 034. 

…………………………………..……………………....… 

MARY MACKILLOP FEAST DAY 

Sunday August 8 is the Feast Day of Mary of the 
Cross MacKillop, Australia’s first Saint. You may 
wish to do a novena leading up to the feast day. 
These nine days will offer an opportunity to pray     
and reflect on scripture, Mary MacKillop and your 
own lives, all within your own time.  

Go to: https://www.praymorenovenas.com/st-mary-
mackillop-novena. 

…………………………………..……………………....… 

SOLO FELLOWSHIP GROUP  

Seniors faith-based social group to enjoy regular      
meetings, outings and special events. Come and 
meet other seniors and join this faith-based group 
where friendship and support is our mission.            
For expression of interest please contact the         
Parish Office 9764 4058 

…………………………………..……………………....… 

CARERS GROUP    

Join us on Thursday, August 26 at 10.30am in the 
Parish Centre to connect with other carers caring for 
their loved ones dealing with dementia and other care 
needs. The Carers Group provides a safe,             
anonymous space to connect with other carers and 
support each other.                                                    
To join the group contact Brian 0429 090 770 

…………………………………..……………………....… 

SLOGAN OF THE WEEK 

THINK OF GOD’S CREATION,  

WITH ALL ITS BEAUTY. 

LEAVE TO GOD ALL NEGATIVE THINGS  

TO SORT OUT. 

FETE STALL CAPTAIN REQUIRED 

The Fete Committee is URGENTLY seeking a       
volunteer (or maybe two or even three) to be       
Stallholder(s) for the Clothes Stall for St. Simon’s 
Family Fete on Sat. Nov 20. Please contact the    
Parish Office 9764 4058 if you can help. You will be 
provided with all the support and guidance you might 
need. The Stall has great potential to be a major   
attraction, and we already have many quality ‘label’ 
donations in new or as new condition. 

…………………………………………………………… 

Are You Called to be a Spiritual Director?       
Come to our Siloam Taster Session via ZOOM      
& in-person on Sat. 14 Aug 2021 - 9.30am-11am. 
The Siloam Program is an approved full-time or     
part-time program to form Spiritual Directors, which in 
2022, will be available on both Zoom and in-person. 
Email secretary@heartoflife.melbourne or phone: 
9890 1101. 
………………………………………………………
PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 
We meet on the 3rd Tuesday of the month at 2pm     
in the Parish Meeting room. The enjoyment of knitting 
and crocheting have been combined into a prayerful 
ministry that reaches out to those in need of comfort 
and solace. New members are always welcome.        
A basic knowledge of knitting or crocheting is helpful, 
but do not feel you need to be an expert. Donations   
of Wool welcome.
…………………………………………………………… 

SIMON’S SENIORS MORNING TEA 

The pandemic has disrupted many of our regular           
interactions, so let’s come together to socialise, relax 
and catch up with friends or make new ones at our 
monthly Simon’s Seniors Morning Cuppa. We meet      
on a monthly basis on the 1st Friday of each month  

at 10.00am after the Anointing Mass in the Parish 
Centre for a free cuppa and something sweet.        
Our next meet will be on Friday August 6.
…………………………………………………………… 

SVDP WINTER WARM CLOTHING APPEAL 

SVDP Rowville will be collecting jumpers, coats and 
scarfs to donate the warm items to families doing it 
tough. We will be grateful for your gently used items, 
especially coats which are even more necessary   
during these cold months. Please keep an eye on 
this space for further information.
………………………………………………………..… 

RCIA PROGRAM 2021 

Are you or a friend thinking of becoming a     
Catholic?  Adults entering the Catholic Church or 
just thinking about it, follow a process called RCIA 
the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults. RCIA is for:  
*Adults who are not baptised. *Adults baptised in   
another Christian church. *Non-practising Catholics 
wishing to renew faith. At St Simon’s new sessions 
begin with an information night on Tues 5th Oct 2021 
from 7.30pm. Contact Parish Office 9764 4058. 

https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing?eid=791224&
https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing?eid=791224&
mailto:secretary@heartoflife.melbourne


 

 

 Spring Clean Windows Inside and Out 

 Carpet Cleaning 

 Tenant Vacate Clean  

 General House Cleaning 

For a FREE QUOTE 

call Steve: 0423 496 516 

 

Appliance Repairs  
& Installation Service 

 We specialize in the repair of: 

 Washing Machines 

 Dishwashers 

 Dryers 

 Electric Ovens 

 Microwaves 

 Cooktops / Range hoods 

 Fridges / Freezers 

 Test / Tag Services 

 Contact: Ash (0413 913 619) 

 

 

 

 

NBN / Data Networks 
CCTV Security Cameras 

Digital & Cable TV 
Wi-Fi Speed Boost 

  
Call Brad: 0438 090 700 
sales@chipking.com.au 

  
Registered Cabler T08011 
Security Reg. 936-086-80S 

 
Please call the  

Parish Office  

if you would  

like to advertise  

your business  

in our  

weekly bulletin 

Please call the  

Parish Office  

if you would  

like to advertise  

your business  

in our  

weekly bulletin 

Super Steve’s Cleaning Team 

Piano Lessons 
 
 

Private or Group Lessons on: 
Piano, Keyboard, Guitar, Singing, Theory 
 
 
 

5 years old to adults, for all levels  
 
 
 

Preparation for A.M.E.B and V.C.E 
Exams, vocal performances and just 

for your pleasure! 
 
 
 

Book a free trial class: 
Phone: 0407 816 197 

Email: nataliaspeirs12@gmail.com 
 
 
 

www.melodymusicschool.com.au 

 
 

Home Loans, Investment Loans, Commercial Loans. 

Interest rates have never been lower. If you haven't 
reviewed your lending recently, give our team who are based 

right here in Rowville a call to find out  

how much you could save! 

Learn more at www.together.finance find us on Facebook 

@together.finance or call  

(03) 8761 9024  |  0404 065 396 

Aug 1, 2021 - 18th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

First reading                Exodus 16:2-4,12-15 
The whole community of the sons of Israel began to 
complain against Moses and Aaron in the wilderness 
and said to them, ‘Why did we not die at the Lord’s hand 
in the land of Egypt, when we were able to sit down to 
pans of meat and could eat bread to our heart’s content! 
As it is, you have brought us to this wilderness to starve 
this whole company to death!’ 
Then the Lord said to Moses, ‘Now I will rain down bread 
for you from the heavens. Each day the people are to go 
out and gather the day’s portion; I propose to test them 
in this way to see whether they will follow my law or not. 
‘I have heard the complaints of the sons of Israel. Say 
this to them, “Between the two evenings you shall eat 
meat, and in the morning you shall have bread to your 
heart’s content. Then you will learn that I, the Lord, am 
your God.”’ 
And so it came about: quails flew up in the evening,  
and they covered the camp; in the morning there was  
a coating of dew all round the camp. When the coating 
of dew lifted, there on the surface of the desert was  
a thing delicate, powdery, as fine as hoarfrost on the 
ground. When they saw this, the sons of Israel said to 
one another, ‘What is that?’ not knowing what it was. 
‘That’ said Moses to them ‘is the bread the Lord gives 
you to eat.’ 
 

Responsorial Psalm        Psalm 77(78):3-4,23-25,54 

The Lord gave them bread from heaven. 

 
Second reading         Ephesians 4:17,20-24 
I want to urge you in the name of the Lord, not to go  
on living the aimless kind of life that pagans live. Now 
that is hardly the way you have learnt from Christ, unless 
you failed to hear him properly when you were taught 
what the truth is in Jesus. You must give up your old 
way of life; you must put aside your old self, which gets 
corrupted by following illusory desires. Your mind must 

be renewed by a spiritual revolution so that you can  
put on the new self that has been created in God’s way, 
in the goodness and holiness of the truth. 

 
Gospel              John 6:24-35 

When the people saw that neither Jesus nor his 
disciples were there, they got into boats and crossed  

to Capernaum to look for Jesus. When they found him 
on the other side, they said to him, ‘Rabbi, when did you 
come here?’ Jesus answered: ‘I tell you most solemnly, 
you are not looking for me because you have seen the 
signs but because you had all the bread you wanted to 
eat. Do not work for food that cannot last, but work for 
food that endures to eternal life, the kind of food the Son 
of Man is offering you, for on him the Father, God 
himself, has set his seal.’ Then they said to him, ‘What 
must we do if we are to do the works that God wants?’ 
Jesus gave them this answer, ‘This is working for God: 
you must believe in the one he has sent.’ So they said, 
‘What sign will you give to show us that we should 
believe in you? What work will you do? Our fathers had 
manna to eat in the desert; as scripture says: He gave 
them bread from heaven to eat.’ Jesus answered: ‘I tell 
you most solemnly, it was not Moses who gave you 
bread from heaven, it is my Father who gives you the 
bread from heaven, the true bread; for the bread of God 
is that which comes down from heaven and gives life  
to the world.’ ‘Sir,’ they said ‘give us that bread always.’ 
Jesus answered: ‘I am the bread of life. He who comes 
to me will never be hungry; he who believes in me will 
never thirst.’ 

 

Next Week’s Readings:  
St. Mary of the Cross (Yr. B) 

1 Kg 17: 8-16, Col 3: 12-17, Mt 6: 25-34 

We come to you

Law  
Family law, wills & estates,  

commercial law, employment, 
contracts & disputes. 

Conveyancing 
Buying and selling property. 

Home loans 
 

www.powalawyers.com.au 
  

0407 739 123 | 0452 615 780 

http://www.together.finance
http://www.powalawyers.com.au

