
Homily Transcript 11th Sunday of Ordinary Time 

On Thursday morning a number of people said to me, did you get any sleep last night? and I said 

well…. yes I did.  And they said, well we didn’t, we had the storms and the this and the that and the 

falling branches and howling winds and whatever. Well, it might have been there but certainly  

I didn’t hear it. Once I hit the pillow that was it. And all these things were going on while I was 

asleep, and I got up the next morning and had a look out there and it was not a major disaster zone. 

Let’s not forget poor people not too far from here up in the Dandenong’s and many other parts  

of Melbourne, especially those who have lost power and so on, let alone down in Gippsland and in 

other areas where they’ve had to contend with that and floods and everything else as well. 

But it was through the night, I suppose, looking at that Gospel today was the fact that with all that 

went on and I had no idea of all this sort of devastation that was going on around me. But we don’t 

have any idea about what’s going on around us when we’re a sleep. Now we are certainly told that 

we should be getting 8 hours of sleep a night, 8 out of 24. That means if your 60 years of age you 

have spend 20 years of your life asleep. If your 30 years of age you have spent 10 years of your life  

a sleep. So we need that to recharge the batteries and so on. Everything comes with a cost, but time 

is something which we have of limited amount and roughly speaking one third of it, possibly more is 

spent asleep. So, nothing we can do about it, that’s just what we have to manage.  

But it’s an interesting parable that Jesus draws in talking about the kingdom of God. What kingdom 

do we think of in terms of an authority structure and so on? The King at the top and the subjects 

underneath, so to speak. And a few princes and princesses in between. Something like the British 

royal family and so on. But the word kingdom is used in terms of more understanding the life of God. 

Understanding who God is, Jesus was saying, what you’re to realise is that there is a lot of things that 

happen around you, you will never understand. But at the end like the farmer, well.. you get on  

and you have the harvest. Other than putting the seed in the ground you have no idea what has 

gone on before, but you have to get on with it and do your Job. That whole notion of how we 

manage the things that are right in front of us even though we don’t see them coming is pretty 

important. We are oblivious to so much that happens in our life.  

If you’ve ever had a surprise party. I had one once. But a surprise party if you had one and I had one 

once, and it was terrific. But at the time like many people, while I knew a significant event was 

coming up, whether in-fact anyone was going to make a fuss or not I didn’t know. As the time grew 

closer, hardly anybody mentioned it… I thought oh well…that one I’ll let it go through to the keeper. 

And, of course on the day, through all sorts of secretive situations I was taken to a place where I had 

never been before and Surprise!... and whatever you get. It was terrific!  What I realized of course 

was all that planning all that scheming had been going on behind my back for which I was oblivious, 

but it was a marvellous part of this whole sense of the gift of that particular event and that happens 

in so many areas of our life where things are done that we are not aware of which particularly  

if their for good, and their affirming and their loving, we need to recognize that lots of times people 

are doing those things for us, and God is working in his own special way with people who are doing 

that sort of thing along the way.  

And we look at our whole life and we recognize well… yup.. a third of it we’re asleep. So what’s going 

on around us? How do we find our way through all of this in the 16 hours or thereabouts when we 

are awake? And it’s within the context of the little things in life that we often confined the real core 

of what we’re meant to be on about. Maybe we understand a little better talking about technology 

before live streaming and simulcasting and so on. We look at a television set and we see a picture. 

And of course, if we come up very very very close to it, we’ll see the pixels. The little rectangular 



parts of the picture that make it up. And the more pixels there are the clearer the image, but they’re 

tiny: They’re only very small indeed, and the smaller they are the more you can have. The more you 

can have the clearer the picture. And it’s not a perfect example. But maybe if Jesus was here today, 

he’d be talking about pixels rather than mustard seeds saying how important they are both in terms 

of the good and may be in terms of the not so good in understanding the full picture of life. 

Especially may be those things which where we think, ah! it doesn’t matter, but indeed it does. 

Sometimes the small things can be tremendously important in terms of the way we speak to others  

or maybe the language that we use or the things that we choose to forget and ignore and mightn’t 

be the biggest deal in town. But they are important, and they can be hurtful.  

Often when we use the word “Hurt” we are talking about little things that we may be not even 

intended but they are there nonetheless. Those little tings they can be become like when our TV 

picture gets pixelated the rectangles get bigger and the image sort of goes awry and you can’t really 

tell what you’re looking at. But we forget to get those small things right. The small pixels can make 

such a difference. Maybe this is a day in which we can look at those little things, that are in our lives 

may be on a negative basis the things that we can do to hurt others. Just a cutting remark or just 

possibly an inadvertent but careless remark of disrespect or something like that but on the other 

hand of course the positive things that we do that make such a difference.  

And I’m sure for our couple of the day Cedric and Anne they would say that often on their 50-year 

journey, some of the little things have made such a difference.  I mentioned that because when this 

gospel comes up, I have used in the past, and sometimes I have said it off by heart (because I do 

know the lyrics pretty well). But I made sure I get it right today, so I actually copied them down.  

But It’s a beautiful little song, which in a very simple and yet very poignant way reminds us of the 

mustard seeds in our life, those little things, the things that which may be quite tiny, or of which we 

like to see growing while we are asleep, or which we might be quite unaware, but they are 

important non the less. Sometimes enormously so. To try and get that part of our life correct  

and have our share of caring concern and respect for one another linked in to the small, seemingly 

insignificant but very significant nonetheless elements of our life. This great little song was sung by 

someone who was a little unkindly referred to as a one hit wonder. I think she had a few back in the 

late fifties or there about.  

Little things mean a lot 
Blow me a kiss from across the room 
Say I look nice when I'm not 
Touch my hair as you pass my chair 
Little things mean a lot 
Give me your arm as we cross the street 
Call me at six on the dot 
A line a day [you probably have to upgrade that to a text or an email or something today or even  
a call] when you're far away 
Little things mean a lot 
Don't have to buy me diamonds and pearls 
Champagne, sables and such 
I never cared much for diamonds and pearls 
But honestly honey, they just cost money 
Give me your hand when I've lost the way 
Give me your shoulder to cry on 
Whether the day is bright or grey give me your heart to rely on 
Send me the warmth of a secret smile 



To show me you haven't forgot 
Now and forever, always and ever 
Little things mean a lot 
 
We pray that the lord will help us to get those things that are happening around us even though we 

are not really aware of them. The little things of kindness and care, and maybe helpful awareness  

of the things that can do damage, even though we think ah! it doesn’t matter. But it does. Put all 

those things into place a little better through our prayer today. In our recognition of what Jesus is 

saying in terms of these little parables that he gives us, all of which are small parables, just a few 

lines, they have a lot to give us.  

In the name of the father and of the son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen! 


