
“Self-interest” may nor represent the finest            
components of human nature, but it can still be          
a worthwhile and practical stepping-stone towards 
improving  the life in our society - in many, many 
ways. 

For Australians to achieve and then maintain a high 
quality of care for senior people is not only                 
a necessity for us as a responsible nation, but it is 
also a fundamental element of self-care. And before 
we can maintain a high level of care, we first have to 
achieve it. Sadly, the 8-volume Royal Commission 
report released this week is quite clear: there is 
much to be done for this to happen.  

We don’t need to read all 2,733 pages of the report 
to absorb and acknowledge its critical and shocking 
message: “At least one in three aged care residents 
have suffered sub-standard care”.    

One in three!! If that was only half-true, and the care 
given to one in six frail, sick and elderly Australians 
was “substandard”, it would be appalling. But one in 
three is both breath-taking and frightening. 

So what does “sub-standard” mean? To find an     
accurate answer, we probably would need to read 
the report, at least in some detail. But among the 
“substandard” items could be: poor quality food, 
rooms too hot in summer and too cold in winter, 
slack medical and pharmaceutical management,  
tardiness in attending to hygiene and toilet needs, 
inadequate and inaccurate record keeping. 

Is it just a case of more money being poured into       
a broken system? If only it were that simple. But then 
again it’s not really very complicated. In fact it’s vey 
basic . It’s the Gospel text we used for the Opening 
Liturgy for St. Simon’s School this week: “Love God, 
and love your neighbour as yourself”. 

As yourself.  

Self-interest is not necessarily selfish, or even       
self-centred. It can be a measuring stick by which we 
can determine, in many cases, what our proper 
course of action should be - and here the issue is 
how we treat the sick, frail and elderly.  

One day that phrase, “the frail, the sick and the    
elderly“ may well include us. And we will desperately 
want to avoid being in what is now that one-third of 
Australians whose so-called “care” is sub-standard. 

We shouldn’t have to revert to “self-interest” to get 
this right, but the Royal Commission is telling       
Australia that this hasn’t been “right” for decades,     
if ever. We need reforms, major reforms, and quickly. 
And if they’re not quick enough, we have a fair idea 
of what may well be awaiting us!  

That might not be the best motivation, but it might be 
the one that makes all the difference.   

Parish  Personnel  
PARISH PRIEST: 

Fr Kevin Dillon 

Mobile: 0421 777 360  

Email: frkd@stsimonsparish.com.au 
 

PASTORAL ASSOCIATE: 

Mrs Abbie Ferdinands (Mon, Wed, Fri) 
 

BUSINESS & OFFICE MANAGER: 

Mr Peter Evans (Mon - Thu) 
 

SAFETY OFFICER: 

Mrs Julie Ashman (Mon, Wed, Fri) 
 

CHILD SAFEGUARDING: 

Ms Delisa Gonsalves (by appointment) 

 

SECRETARY: 

Mrs Felicia Ahumada (Mon - Wed, Fri) 

Mrs Anabel Acosta-Harvey (Thur, Fri.) 
 

ST. SIMON’S SCHOOL PRINCIPAL: 

Mr Tom Wursthorn: 9755 4222  
 

NAZARETH COLLEGE PRINCIPAL: 

Mr Sam Cosentino: 9795 8100 
 

MASS TIMES: 

Sunday: 7.30am, 9.00am & 11.00am 

Monday: 10.00am 

Tuesday - Friday: 9.15am 

Saturday: 9.15am, 6.00pm 

(See page 2 for full details)  
 

WEEKEND ONLINE MASS TIMES: 

Sunday: live from Saturday 6.00pm 
 

OTHER ONLINE MASS TIMES: 

Mon to Friday: Live from 10.00am 
 

MASS ON RADIO: 

Mass from St. Simon’s is broadcast  

on 89.9 FM The Light at 7am Sundays 
 

WEDDINGS & MARRIAGE PREP: 

Contact Parish Office 
 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK: 

Available as necessary by private  

arrangement with Fr Kevin 

(0421 777 360) 
 

PARISH COUNCIL: 

parishcouncil@stsimonsparish.com.au 
 

Currently due to COVID Restrictions  

PARISH HALL HIRE:  

NOT FOR HIRE.  
 

PARISH CENTRE FACILITIES HIRE: 

NOT FOR HIRE.  
 

ST VINCENT DE PAUL HELPLINE:  

1800 305 330 

St. Simon the Apostle Parish 
  2 Taylors Lane, Rowville 3178 

 

Office Hours:  Monday to Friday 10.00am - 4.00pm 
   (03) 9764 4058  

 office@stsimonsparish.com.au     www.stsimonsparish.com.au 

 tinyurl.com/s36hstf 

March 07, 2021 - 3rd Sunday of Lent 

Elderly Australians are     
starving, dying in pain and 
suffering assaults in neglectful 
nursing homes, a royal     
commission has revealed in    
a harrowing report that      
suggests a levy on taxpayers 
to boost aged-care funding. 

In a distressing 2733-page 
report in eight volumes, royal 
commissioners Tony Pagone 
QC, and Lynelle Briggs      
concluded “substandard care 
and abuse pervades the     
Australian aged-care system”. 

The commissioners warned   
at least one in three aged-care 
residents have suffered        
sub-standard care”, which had 
become “normalised” in some 
nursing homes. 

As many as one in five       
residents had been assaulted in 
a nursing home. 

The royal commission’s report 
reveals many nursing home 
residents are malnourished 
and have to wait an            
unreasonable time for staff to 
take them to the toilet. 

The two-year inquiry exposed 
“numerous instances” of     
residents given the wrong 
medicine or left to suffer in 
pain with untreated pressure 
sores and skin wounds. 

The report says the “core   
business” of aged care should 
be to care for people with  
dementia—half of all          
residents—and those needing 
palliative care before they die. 
‘We have found that           
Australia’s aged-care system 
is under staffed and the    
workforce underpaid and   
undertrained”, the report says. 

“Herald Sun”, Tues. Mar. 2 



PARISH DIARY 

Saturday, March 6th at 6pm Mass: Presentation to    

recently retired staff members Loretta Hughes,             

Christina Liew, Marialisa Mandarino, and Sophia Giuliano. 

Tues, March 9 at 7pm: Parish Council 

Wed, March 10 at 7pm: St Simon’s School Board 

Thurs. March 11 at 7pm: Knox Deanery Meeting 
………………………………………………………………….………………………………………………………………………….………………….………… 

 

WELCOME BACK ANABEL! 

A warm welcome back to Anabel Acosta-Harvey who     
rejoins our Parish Office Staff after an absence of eighteen 
months. Anabel and Felicia are the “front door” to              
St. Simon’s, and they both bring many gifts with their happy 
presence, endless energy and commitment and great    
efficiency. Great to have you back, Anabel! 

……………………………………………………………………. 

PARISH OFFICE 

Mon 8: Parish Office Closed—Public Holiday  

Normal Office Hours: Mon - Fri 10.00am - 4.00pm 

For urgent queries or messages. Contact  

Fr Kevin Dillon on 0421 777 360 and you will be contacted 

as soon as possible. 
………………………………………………………………….………………………………………………………………………….………………….………… 

LENTEN GROUPS 

4th Week in Lent  -  Topic: The Serpent  
…………………………………………………………………….………………………………………………………………………….………………….………… 

GOSPEL REFLECTION / PRAYER GROUP 

Weekly on Mondays at 7.30pm via 
Zoom 

We use a guided reflection to     
meditate on the Sunday Gospel as 
well as share our own insights to enrich our understanding 
and allow God's Word to touch our lives.  

To join email: office@stsimonsparish.com.au 
……………………..………………………………………………….………………………………………………………………………….……………………… 

ROSARY GROUP 
Wednesdays after 9:15am Mass Service  

We gather together to pray the Rosary  
and intercede to Our Lady  
for all our intentions.  
To join email: abbie@stsimonsparish.com.au 
…………………………………………………………………….………………………………………………………………………….…………………..……… 

ST SIMONS YOUTH & LENTEN GROUP 

Mondays during Lent at 7.00pm - 8.30pm.  

We are excited to welcome youth over 18 years to join us 
virtually as we explore faith in a positive space. 

Please contact us if you are interested in our 6 consecutive 
Monday evenings of Lenten preparation. 

Contact us: youthteam@stsimonsparish.com.au 
…………………………………………………………………….………………………………………………………………………….…………………..……… 

YOUTH CHOIR  

Welcome to all singers and musicians! 

If you are interested in sharing your talents to serve the 

community together with other youth, we would love for you 

to get in touch. Please phone Eliza: 0428 065 448. 

ST SIMONS PARISH 

Pre-registration via “Flocknote” for weekend Mass  

Attendance is ESSENTIAL through the Parish Website. 

You may book up to 5 people per sign-up.  

Mass sign-up links and latest arrangements visit  

www.stsimonsparish.com.au 
…………………………………………………………………….………………………………………………………………………….…………………..……… 

MASSES AT ST. SIMON’S THIS WEEK 

Mon 8:  10.00am (Public Holiday) 

Tue 9: 9.15am  

Wed 10:  9.15am  

Thur 11: 9.15am  

Fri 12:  9.15am    

Sat 13: 9.15am    6.00pm (Vigil Mass) 

Sun 14:  7.30am    9.00am    11.00am 
…………………………………………………………………….………………………………………………………………………….…………………..……… 

PARISH MASSES 

Normally for a WEEKDAY Mass there is no need to book 
ahead. However, each attendee must register their name  
and their contact phone number immediately upon         
entering the Church Foyer. 

Normally for a WEEKEND Mass attendance, booking will 
still be ESSENTIAL so that our parish continues, for 
the good of all, to observe the COVID regulations          
respectfully. (see website for details) Check-in is also   
required before Mass.  

Please arrive at least 10 minutes the scheduled Mass 
time to avoid queues and delays to the start of Mass. 

Thank you for your support. 
…………………………………………………………………….………………………………………………………………………….…………………..……… 

ONLINE MASSES 

St Simons Parish has started livestreaming weekday 
Masses in 2021. 

This week: Tue, Wed, Thur and Fri Masses will be       
available live on our YouTube Channel from 9.15am and 
the link will be posted on our website close to 10.00am to 
watch on demand. 

Sunday Mass will continue to be available online from 6pm 
on Saturday. 

Website: www.stsimonsparish.com.au 

On YouTube: St Simon the Apostle Parish, Rowville 

For earlier Masses, click “Previous Mass Videos” 
…………………………………………………………………….………………………………………………………………………….…………………..……… 

RECONCILIATION  

Will be available in the Reconciliation Room at 9.45am    
on Saturdays or by private request to Fr. Kevin.  

Please follow social distancing directions.  
…………………………………………………………………….………………………………………………………………………….…………………..……… 

STATIONS OF THE CROSS 

Fridays at 7.30pm during Lent (not Good Friday). 
…………………………………………………………………….………………………………………………………………………….…………………..……… 

MAY THEY REST IN PEACE  
RISEN IN THE LORD 

 

Recent Death: Senaka Palihena 

Anniversary of Death: Harold Wittahatchy  

mailto:loretta@stsimonsparish.com.au
mailto:loretta@stsimonsparish.com.au


TENTATIVE  

HOLY WEEK / EASTER CALENDAR 

(subject to change pertinent to COVID regulations.     
Website Bookings required for all Masses, ceremonies.) 

Sat / Sun Mar 27, 28: Palm Sunday: Mass at usual times 

Thurs Apr 1: Holy Thursday: 4.00pm & 7.30pm  

Fri Apr. 2: Good Friday: (Bookings necessary) 

 10.00am: Station of the Cross, Rowville Community 
 Centre (outdoors). 

  3.00pm & 5.30pm Mass 

Sat, Apr. 3:  Holy Saturday:  
  6.00pm: Easter Mass  
  8.00pm: Easter Vigil and Mass  

Sun Apr. 4:  Easter Sunday: 
  6.00am:Dawn Mass of The Resurrection  
  9am, 11am: Easter Sunday Mass  
…………………………………………………………………….………………………………………………………………………….…………………...…… 

ST. SIMON’S FAMILY FUN FETE - 2021 

Plans are under way for the return of our Fete (after 
COVID forced 2020 to be abandoned), In the next few 
days, 2020 Committee members and Stallholders will be 
contacted to ask if they can be available to take on that 
role (or a different role) for this year, the projected date 
being Saturday November 20, the third Saturday in      
November. Stay tuned! 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

Emily Abeyanayake, Rebecca Ventura, Darrel Melder, 
Shyamie Fernando, Liz Ferdinands, Brittany Failla,  
Zebah Mathew, Michelle Nguyen, Eliza Giuliano,          

Stephen White, Michael Olivetti, Nathan Fernandes,   
Madeleine Cairns, Lachlan Viney, Tahlia Spano,         

Daniel Haining, Jane Thomas, Clement Kueh, Evan Hart. 
…………………………………………………………………….………………………………………………………………………….…………………...…… 

VOLUNTEERS 

CovidSafe Team Members:  
We require parishioners to be rostered as Welcomers,  
QR Assistants and for Sanitisation before and after    
weekend Masses.  
 

Gardening Group:  
We are seeking parishioners interested in joining the   
Gardening Team (Thursday and Saturday mornings).  
 

Readers and Commentators:  
If you would like to join our teams, you will be rostered on, 
or called upon as an emergency.  

To express your interest please leave your name and  
contact details at the Help Desk or contact the  
Parish Office: office@stsimonsparish.com.au 
…………………………………………………………………….………………………………………………………………………….… 

Mary MacKillop Heritage Centre at 362 Albert Street East 
Melbourne, invites parishioners, families & friends to their 
first Weekend Open Day for 2021 on Saturday, 13th 
March from 10.00am – 4.00pm.  

Visit the Mary MacKillop Museum, the Chapel where Mary 
prayed, as well as the Gift Shop & Refreshments area for 
morning or afternoon tea. A ‘socially distanced’ Mary 
“MacKillop Walking Tour” will take place at 11.00am.   
Everyone welcome & entry is free. 

SLOGAN OF THE WEEK  

The more things you own 

The more they own you 
…………………………………………………………………….………………………………………………………………………….…………………..…… 

CAN YOU HELP ME WRITE A BOOK? 

In 2019, some wonderful parishioners read through nearly 
40 years worth of bulletin “front pages”, to select the 
“best” with a view to possible publication. Due to a variety 
of issues last year, I have had not been able to put in the 
time required for the final assembly of their work. I  would 
be most grateful if “someone”, with skills in Publisher, 
might assist in bringing this project to completion. Most of 
the hard work has been done, and there is no deadline to 
meet. If you can help, can you give me a call or email me.  
Fr. Kevin: 0421 777 360 | frkd@stsimonsparish.com.au.  

…………………………………………………………………….………………………………………………………………………….…………………..…… 

PROJECT COMPASSION 

Collection Boxes for Project Compassion 2021  
are available in the Church Foyer. Please take one  
and support this wonderful project during Lent. 
…………………………………………………………………….………………………………………………………………………….……………………… 

ST SIMON’S VIRTUAL MOVIE CLUB 

We meet via Zoom at 7pm, watch the movie on SBS  

On Demand at 7.30pm, then regroup for another Zoom 
meeting (with a cuppa etc.) at 9.20pm and have a chat 
about the movie (or anything else, for that matter!). 

This arrangement can continue irrespective of restrictions. 
Hopefully we can use our own cinema soon.  

Next Movie and meeting date, yet to be advised. 

We would love to have new people involved to build our 
sense of parish community, so if you would like be       
involved next Thursday please contact                            
Fr Kevin:  frkd@stsimonsparish.com.au 

…………………………………………………………………….………………………………………………………………………….………………….. 

BAPTISMS 2021 

The Parish Website www.stsimonsparish.com.au lists all 
of the 2021 Baptism dates and additional information.  

All enquiries regarding Baptism can be directed to        
Mrs Abbie Ferdinands (Baptism Co-ordinator) on 
9764 4058 or office@stsimonsparish.com.au. 

…………………………………………………………………….………………………………………………………………………….………………….. 

CANCER COUNCIL  

Knox Relay for Life 2021—POSTPHONED 

Thanks to all who contacted us to be part of or sponsor 
someone walking in the St Simon’s Striders team for the 
Cancer Council’s Knox 2021 Relay for Life.  This was due 
to run on Saturday 13 March.  Sadly, we have received 
notice that this year’s event has been postponed to a  
future date, to be advised.  This is due to the ongoing 
COVID risk to people who are being treated for cancer or 
have recovered from cancer. 

…………………………………………………………………….………………………………………………………………………….………………….. 

A message from Aid to the Church in Need Australia:    
Did you know that each year the Catholic charity, Aid to 
the Church in Need, supports the training of 12,000    
seminarians and provides ongoing formation for 8,000 
priests. Could you help support a 
priest or seminarian? 

Visit www.aidtochurch.org/formation 

mailto:loretta@stsimonsparish.com.au
mailto:frkd@stsimonsparish.com.au
mailto:office@stsimonsparish.com.au
http://www.aidtochurch.org/formation


 

 

 Spring Clean Windows Inside and Out 

 Carpet Cleaning 

 Tenant Vacate Clean  

 General House Cleaning 

For a FREE QUOTE 

call Steve: 0423 496 516 

 

Appliance Repairs  
& Installation Service 

 We specialize in the repair of: 

 Washing Machines 

 Dishwashers 

 Dryers 

 Electric Ovens 

 Microwaves 

 Cooktops / Range hoods 

 Fridges / Freezers 

 Test / Tag Services 

 Contact: Ash (0413 913 619) 

 

 

 

 

NBN / Data Networks 
CCTV Security Cameras 

Digital & Cable TV 
Wi-Fi Speed Boost 

  
Call Brad: 0438 090 700 
sales@chipking.com.au 

  
Registered Cabler T08011 
Security Reg. 936-086-80S 

 
Please call the  

Parish Office  

if you would  

like to advertise  

your business  

in our  

weekly bulletin 

Please call the  

Parish Office  

if you would  

like to advertise  

your business  

in our  

weekly bulletin 

Super Steve’s Cleaning Team 

Piano Lessons 
 
 

Private or Group Lessons on: 
Piano, Keyboard, Guitar, Singing, Theory 
 
 
 

5 years old to adults, for all levels  
 
 
 

Preparation for A.M.E.B and V.C.E 
Exams, vocal performances and just 

for your pleasure! 
 
 
 

Book a free trial class: 
Phone: 0407 816 197 

Email: nataliaspeirs12@gmail.com 
 
 
 

www.melodymusicschool.com.au 

 
 

Imagine if you could refinance your loan to a lower 
rate and help put an end to homelessness. 

Our experienced Mortgage Brokers, based right here in 
Rowville are ready to assist you.  Not only will we find you the 
best deal, but thanks to the work of our charity partners, your 

loan will also have a social impact. 

Learn more at www.together.finance find us on Facebook 

@together.finance or call (03) 8761 9024. 

March 07 2021 - 3rd Sunday of Lent 

First reading 
Exodus 20:1-17 

The Law given at Sinai 

God spoke all these words. He said, ‘I am the Lord your 
God who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the 
house of slavery. 

‘You shall have no gods except me. 
‘You shall not make yourself a carved image or any 

likeness of anything in heaven or on earth beneath or in 
the waters under the earth; you shall not bow down to them 
or serve them. For I, the Lord your God, am a jealous God 
and I punish the father’s fault in the sons, the grandsons, 
and the great-grandsons of those who hate me; but I show 
kindness to thousands of those who love me and keep my 
commandments. 

‘You shall not utter the name of the Lord your God  
to misuse it, for the Lord will not leave unpunished the man 
who utters his name to misuse it. 

‘Remember the sabbath day and keep it holy. For six 
days you shall labour and do all your work, but the seventh 
day is a sabbath for the Lord your God. You shall do no 
work that day, neither you nor your son nor your daughter 
nor your servants, men or women, nor your animals nor the 
stranger who lives with you. For in six days the Lord made 
the heavens and the earth and the sea and all that these 
hold, but on the seventh day he rested; that is why the Lord 
has blessed the sabbath day and made it sacred. 

‘Honour your father and your mother so that you may 
have a long life in the land that the Lord your God has 
given to you. 

‘You shall not kill. 
‘You shall not commit adultery. 
‘You shall not steal. 
‘You shall not bear false witness against your neighbour. 
‘You shall not covet your neighbour’s house. You shall 

not covet your neighbour’s wife, or his servant, man  
or woman, or his ox, or his donkey, or anything that is his.’ 

 
 
Responsorial Psalm 

Psalm 18(19):8-11 
 

Second reading                               1 Corinthians 1:22-25 

While the Jews demand miracles and the Greeks look  
for wisdom, here are we preaching a crucified Christ; to the 
Jews an obstacle that they cannot get over, to the pagans 
madness, but to those who have been called, whether they 
are Jews or Greeks, a Christ who is the power and the 
wisdom of God. For God’s foolishness is wiser than human 
wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than human 
strength. 
 
Gospel                                                           John 2:13-25 

Just before the Jewish Passover Jesus went up  
to Jerusalem, and in the Temple he found people selling 
cattle and sheep and pigeons, and the money-changers 
sitting at their counters there. Making a whip out of some 
cord, he drove them all out of the Temple, cattle and sheep 
as well, scattered the money-changers’ coins, knocked 
their tables over and said to the pigeon-sellers, ‘Take all 
this out of here and stop turning my Father’s house into  
a market.’  

Then his disciples remembered the words  
of scripture: Zeal for your house will devour me. The Jews 
intervened and said, ‘What sign can you show us to justify 
what you have done?’ Jesus answered, ‘Destroy this 
sanctuary, and in three days I will raise it up.’ The Jews 
replied, ‘It has taken forty-six years to build this sanctuary: 
are you going to raise it up in three days?’ But he was 
speaking of the sanctuary that was his body, and when 
Jesus rose from the dead, his disciples remembered that 
he had said this, and they believed the scripture and the 
words he had said. 

During his stay in Jerusalem for the Passover many 
believed in his name when they saw the signs that he 
gave, but Jesus knew them all and did not trust himself  
to them; he never needed evidence about any man; he 
could tell what a man had in him.  

Next Week’s Readings: 4th Sunday of Lent 
 

2 Chr 36:36:14-16, 19-23; Eph 2:4-10; Jn 3:14-21 

We come to you

Law  
Family law, wills & estates,  

commercial law, employment, 
contracts & disputes. 

Conveyancing 
Buying and selling property. 

Home loans 
 

www.powalawyers.com.au 
  

0407 739 123 | 0452 615 780 

http://www.together.finance
http://www.powalawyers.com.au

