
Fr Kevin Dillon's Homily DATED 28.02.21  
  

On Friday the 28th of November 1986, I went out to lunch with the Pope. Now there were  
1 or 2 others along for the ride, probably about 20, I guess. It was the day of the Pope's 
Mass at Flemington Race Course in his papal visit in 1986. And it was quite a memorable 
experience, it was like I don't know if you've seen the royal or presidential dinners where 
there's this great long table, people there left and right. There weren't any candles at the 
table or whatever. But I was there with one other priest, Fr. Jeff Baron who was in charge  
of the liturgy for the papal visit. And anyhow the Pope was there and he was in the middle 
on one side. And normally you go out to a big show like that where everybody's yap yap 
yapping to everybody. Well guess what- no one was yap yap yapping to anybody. 
Everybody's waiting to see what's the Pope going to say. Poor Pope, imagine every time you 
go out for a meal, no one says anything just waiting for you to say something. And then all 
almost you had to answer in seniority so I was off the hook cos I was right down the end.  
In fact as I recall, we were even seated in seniority. And being just a humble priest in a 
parish I wasn't up on the chain of command at all.   

  
So it was quite funny really, through the whole meal I don't think I said a word to anybody. 
Maybe just something quietly to Fr. Jeff Baron beside me. But it's funny the way we do 

those things when we're in that sort of social situation with someone who is very well 
known, perceived as powerful, influential and so on. We're all waiting with baited breath 
 to see what they'll say, and we listen. And it's sort of part of what we do because, the great 

person is here and they will run the show. Well when it comes to the Good Lord, maybe we 
should afford the Lord the same respect. Maybe there are times when we just should be 
quiet, and listen. This is the story that we get every year on the second Sunday of Lent. 
What we call the 'Transfiguration, an extraordinary occurrence. It was a glimpse, for Peter, 
James and John, a glimpse into the Divinity of this man alongside who they had walked,  
and eaten, and been with day after day. Listened to his words, listened to His teaching, seen 
some miracles and so on.   
  
But this is something quite different. This was a sense of something really beyond this life, 
something beyond this world. Even more than the miracles, the blind being able to see and 
the deaf being able to hear- that was amazing enough in itself. But this one, this was totally 
different. This was no special effects in the movies that we might see these days. This was 
something which really, in the best sense of the word, blew them away. They knew they 
were in the presence of the Divine. And that's a lot to absorb. Have you ever had that 

experience? Most of us have probably been on the fringe. We've had just some occasion in 
which God touches us gently on the shoulder and says "hey, I'm really here." And a beautiful 
hymn- "be still and know that I am God" is something which maybe characterises that 

moment when we experience it. And if you've had an experience like that in life, reflect on 
it. Sometime when you just felt, maybe inexplicably, that God was there. It may have been 
sitting beside someone you love in their last moments. It may have been at the reception  
of a sacrament for the first time.   
  
I thought back to the day of my confirmation, I was about 10 years of age. And in its own 
way it was emotional I guess, but I just found it a very moving experience of confirmation. 
Maybe all the instructions and gifts of the Spirit made a difference in terms of me as a 



human being. But there was something which I remember all these years later, just that 
sense of God's presence in life. And at other times maybe there's things that have happened 

and we think back and you think- "what was that meant to be? What message is there?" 
Nothing is dramatic, this really is what we've got here in the Gospel today of the 
Transfiguration. But still real, "be still and know that I am God." Those times can be there, 
but in a way we've got to sort of prepare the ground for them. And maybe that's a little 
more difficult these days when every moment is busy, and we don't slow down, and we 
don't listen, and we're not silent.   
  
A few weeks ago, a parishioner requested that we have a bit of extra silence in our parish 
mass on a Sunday. And it's a good suggestion, and we've implemented it into the prayers  
of the faithful by taking not just 3 or 4 seconds, but half a minute or so. Half a minute is not 
a long time, it's the sort of thing we say to people when we're going to be with them soon. 
Now it may be half a minute but when we're quiet, when we all remain silent, half a 
minute's quite a while. It's long enough to be able to reach into the depths of our being,  
and take that on board in terms of the presence of God in our life. The interesting thing  

for Peter, James and John was this was never repeated, this was a one off to the best  
of our knowledge within the context of the Scripture. We're not told that it happened again. 
There were other dramatic events like the veil of the Temple being torn in two when Jesus 

died and so on.   
  
But this is sort of a private screening almost you might say, for Peter, James and John in the 

sense of Jesus said "I just want you to have this, because not long from now you're going  
to be tested. You're going to be tempted to run out on me, you're going to be tempted to 
give up on me." And indeed they were, and while they did drop the ball so to speak in terms  
of their loyalty to Jesus, it wasn't for long. And they came good, and they remembered 
maybe especially, this extraordinary experience.   
  
So maybe today on this Feast of the Transfiguration, we can remember and reflect and pray 
about those times when God in His goodness, care and love, has just gently tapped us on 
the shoulder and said to us "hey, I'm here. You might be busy busy doing this that and the 
other. But I'm still here, don't forget." And maybe especially He's saying to us, "be still,  
and know that I am God."  
 
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.   
 


