St. Simon the Apostle Parish
2 Taylors Lane, Rowville 3178
Office Hours: Monday to Friday 10.00am - 4.00pm
 (03) 9764 4058
 office@stsimonsparish.com.au  www.stsimonsparish.com.au
 tinyurl.com/s36hstf

Parish Personnel
PARISH PRIEST:
Fr Kevin Dillon
Mobile: 0421 777 360
Email: frkd@stsimonsparish.com.au
PASTORAL ASSOCIATE:
Mrs Abbie Ferdinands (Mon, Wed, Fri)
BUSINESS & OFFICE MANAGER:
Mr Peter Evans (Mon - Thu)
SAFETY OFFICER:
Mrs Julie Ashman (Mon, Wed, Fri)
CHILD SAFEGUARDING:
Ms Delisa Gonsalves (by appointment)
SECRETARY:
Mrs Felicia Ahumada (Mon - Wed, Fri)
ST. SIMON’S SCHOOL PRINCIPAL:
Mr Tom Wursthorn: 9755 4222
NAZARETH COLLEGE PRINCIPAL:
Mr Sam Cosentino: 9795 8100

NORMAL MASS TIMES:
Sunday: 7.30am, 9.00am & 11.00am
Monday: 10.00am
Tuesday - Friday: 9.15am
Saturday: 9.15am, 6.00pm
(See page 2 for full details)
WEEKEND ONLINE MASS TIMES:
Sunday: live from Saturday 6.00pm
OTHER ONLINE MASS TIMES:
Mon to Friday: Live from 10.00am
MASS ON RADIO:
Mass from St. Simon’s is broadcast
on 89.9 FM The Light at 7am Sundays
WEDDINGS & MARRIAGE PREP:
Contact Parish Office
ANOINTING OF THE SICK:
Available as necessary by private
arrangement with Fr Kevin
(0421 777 360)
PARISH COUNCIL:
parishcouncil@stsimonsparish.com.au
Currently due to COVID Restrictions
PARISH HALL HIRE:
NOT FOR HIRE.
PARISH CENTRE FACILITIES HIRE:
NOT FOR HIRE.
ST VINCENT DE PAUL HELPLINE:
1800 305 330

February 21, 2021 - 1st Sunday of Lent
Given an all-too-rare second
chance from the same cancer that
claimed his fathers life, Elias
Jreissati has now made it his
mission to save others.

Devastated there had been little
progress
in
the
treatment
of pancreatic cancer in the 25
years since his father Antoine
died, the property tycoon and his
family took it upon themselves
to kick-start funding for the new
$5m specialist centre for the
cancer at Epworth Hospital.
Diagnosed 17months ago at 54
- the same age as his father had
been - Mr. Jreissati was initially
relieved when “luck” dictated he
was an exceptionally rare case,
caught at a stage where surgery
could still save his life.

CBD lockdowns. Businesses shut down, both
temporarily and permanently. Roads empty of traffic.
Millions of dollars spent on protective equipment
and medications. Innumerable costs of all kinds - not to
mention the fear and loneliness felt by so many.

There is no question that COVID-19 has dominated just
about every aspect of our lives for the past year. We
Then he was angry to learn the have become very used to the endless pages of news
management
for
pancreatic reports in our papers, to TV newscasts filled with COVID
cancer had stalled for decades, to -related interviews.

the extent only one in 10 of the
4,000 Australians diagnosed
a year would survive beyond five
years.

By and large, notwithstanding the multitude of sacrifices
and costs involved, we have accepted that “keeping us
safe” has been the focus of the COVID-19 response
- and we gratefully recognise that the death toll across
Australia has been remarkably low in comparison with
been
so many other parts of the world.

That anger has now
transformed into the Jreissati
Family
Pancreatic
Centre
at Epworth, which this week
began overhauling the care of its
first patients.

“It ought not be left to luck
for the next patient, that’s what
the pancreatic centre at Epworth
is mandated to do”, Mr. Jreissati
said.

So we acknowledge that saving lives is an expensive,
very expensive enterprise, but the value of human life
can be incalculable, especially for loved family
and friends.
COVID-19 took 909 lives in Australia last year.
But nearly four times that number died from pancreatic
cancer, not to mention heart disease (18,000), dementia
(15,000), stroke (10,000), and lung cancer (9,000).

Now we all have to die from “something”, but it is curious
that pancreatic cancer, along with so many other
illnesses, seems to struggle for funding for research
and treatment, to the extent that many improvements
in such research and treatment are heavily dependent
on individual private donations, bequests, foundations,
and even raffles and other fundraisers.

“This is a mission to right
a wrong that has just been
slipping by without anyone
giving it the attention it deserves.
My case proves that there is a fair
bit out there that can be done. It’s
Consequently
just not co-ordinated properly”.

people
with life-threatening and
life-limiting illnesses too often find their condition is
Operating as a virtual centre under-researched and underfunded. And they can
to bring all specialists together struggle, suffer and too often die as a result.

to push for early detection and
centralised care, the specialist
pancreatic centre allows patients
to see a specialist within three
days of their suspected diagnosis.

Is this to say the expenditure outlaid to “keep us safe”
from COVID-19 has been miss-spent, disproportionate
or unjustified? Not at all. But if “keeping us safe’ is truly
the high priority that it should be, then a broader
interpretation of what keeping us safe” actually means,
“Herald Sun”, Thurs. Feb. 18
could and should lead to enhanced research and
treatment which could save innumerable lives for
decades - even centuries! What price do we put on life itself?

ST SIMONS PARISH
Pre-registration via “Flocknote” for weekend Mass
Attendance is ESSENTIAL through the Parish Website.
You may book up to 5 people per sign-up.
Mass sign-up links and latest arrangements:
www.stsimonsparish.com.au
…………………………………………………………………….………………………………………………………………………….…………………..………

MASSES AT ST. SIMON’S THIS WEEK
Mon 22:
Tue 23:
Wed 24:
Thu 25:
Fri 26:
Sat 27:
Sun 28:

10.00am
9.15am
9.15am
9.15am
9.15am
9.15am 6.00pm (Vigil Mass)
7.30am 9.00am 11.00am

…………………………………………………………………….………………………………………………………………………….…………………..………

PARISH MASSES
Normally for a WEEKDAY Mass there is no need to book
ahead. However, each attendee must register their name
and their contact phone number immediately upon
entering the Church Foyer.
Normally for WEEKEND Masses, booking will still be
ESSENTIAL so that our parish continues, for the good
of all, to observe the COVID regulations respectfully. (see
website for details) Check-in is also required before Mass.
Please arrive at least 10 minutes before the scheduled
Mass time to avoid queues and delays to the start of Mass.

Thank you for your support.
…………………………………………………………………….………………………………………………………………………….…………………..………

ONLINE MASSES
St Simons Parish has started livestreaming weekday
Masses in 2021.
This week: Tue, Wed, Thu and Fri Masses will be available
live on our YouTube Channel from 9.15am and the link will
be posted on our website close to 10.00am to watch on
demand.
Sunday Mass will continue to be available online from 6pm
on Saturday.
Website: www.stsimonsparish.com.au
On YouTube: St Simon the Apostle Parish, Rowville
For earlier Masses, click “Previous Mass Videos”
…………………………………………………………………….………………………………………………………………………….…………………..………

PARISH OFFICE
Normal Office Hours: Mon - Fri 10.00am - 4.00pm
For urgent queries or messages, call:
Fr Kevin Dillon on 0421 777 360 and you will be
contacted as soon as possible.
May God bless you and keep you safe and healthy
…………………………………………………………………….………………………………………………………………………….………………….………

BAPTISMS 2021
The Parish Website www.stsimonsparish.com.au lists
all of the 2021 Baptism dates and additional information.
All enquiries regarding Baptism may be directed to Mrs
Abbie Ferdinands (Baptism Co-ordinator) on 9764 4058
or office@stsimonsparish.com.au

PARISH DIARY
Thu Feb. 25 at 6.30pm: Finance Committee
Fri Feb. 26 at 10.30am: Pastoral Committee
Thu Mar 4 at 5pm: Liturgy Committee
Wed Mar 3 at 7pm: Baptism Preparation
Wed Mar 3 at 7.30pm: Men’s Group (McKay Rd.)
Sat Mar. 6 at 6pm Mass: Presentation to recently
retired staff members Loretta Hughes, Christina Liew,
Marialisa Mandarino, and Sophia Giuliano.
Tuesday Mar. 9 at 7pm: Parish Council
………………………………………………………………….………………………………………………………………………….………………….…………

LENTEN GROUPS
2nd Week in Lent …. Topic: The Transfiguration
…………………………………………………………………….………………………………………………………………………….………………….…………

STATIONS OF THE CROSS
Fridays at 7.30pm
…………………………………………………………………….………………………………………………………………………….………………….…………

VOLUNTEERS
CovidSafe Team Members: We require parishioners
to be rostered as Welcomers, QR Assistants
and for Sanitisation before and after weekend Masses.
Gardening Group: We are seeking parishioners
interested in joining the Gardening Team.
Readers and Commentators: If you would like to join
our teams, you will be rostered on, or called upon as an
emergency.
To express your interest please leave your name
and contact details at the Help Desk or contact the
Parish Office: office@stsimonsparish.com.au
…………………………………………………………………….………………………………………………………………………….………………….…………

RECONCILIATION
Will be available in the Reconciliation Room at 9.45am
on Saturdays or by private request to Fr. Kevin.
Please follow social distancing directions.
…………………………………………………………………….………………………………………………………………………….…………………..………

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
Tishan Lokuge, William Abeyanayake,
Isabel Amoranto, Jarryd Sheehan,Nishan Joseph,
Marcus Desler, Belinda Telley, Michael Zaher,
Cheryl Philp.
…………………………………………………………………….………………………………………………………………………….………………….…………

MAY THEY REST IN PEACE
RISEN IN THE LORD
Recent Death: Catherine Arthur.

Anniversary of Death: Margarita Bowring, Leslie Ragg,
Corazon Oliala, Alain Frederic.
…………………………………………………………………….………………………………………………………………………….………………….…………

DONATION SOUGHT:
A “Lifeboat” survivor (of church-related sexual abuse)
is seeking a lawn mower and a whipper-snipper in working
order. Please contact: Fr. Kevin (0421 777 360) if you can
assist.

CANCER COUNCIL
Knox Relay for Life 2021
Saturday 13 March, 12pm - 10pm (To be confirmed)
Knox Park Athletics Track, Bunjil Way, Knoxfield.
St Simon’s Parish is hoping to organise a team to take
part, needing at least one team member on track
throughout the event.
While the main focus this year is on a celebration
of the value of research into cures for cancer
and commemoration for people who have died from
cancer, we would like to raise some funds towards this
important cause.
If you want to walk, raise funds or help in any way please
contact Gisella Koroknai: 0403 454 002
or the Parish Office: office@stsimonsparish.com.au
…………………………………………………………………….………………………………………………………………………….………………………

GOSPEL REFLECTION/ PRAYER GROUP
Weekly on Mondays at 7.30pm
Via Zoom
We use a guided reflection to
meditate on the Sunday Gospel as
well as share our own insights to enrich our understanding and allow
God's Word to touch our lives.
To join email: office@stsimonsparish.com.au
…………………………………………………………………….………………………………………………………………………….………………………

ROSARY GROUP
Wednesdays after 9:15am Mass Service
We gather together to pray the Rosary
and intercede to Our Lady for all our
intentions. Hopefully our next meeting
will be on the 24th Feb.
To join email: abbie@stsimonsparish.com.au
…………………………………………………………………….………………………………………………………………………….………………………

ST SIMONS YOUTH
Youth Lenten Group
Mondays during Lent at 7.00pm - 8.30pm. We are
excited to welcome youth over 18 years to join us virtually
as we explore faith in a positive space.
Please contact us if you are interested in our 6
consecutive Monday evenings of Lenten preparation.
Contact us: youthteam@stsimonsparish.com.au
…………………………………………………………………….………………………………………………………………………….………………………

RCIA “SENDING” RITE
This Sunday at the 11.00am.
Our three 2021 RCIA candidates, Kelli Johnston,
Judy Schmidt and Nikki Hamilton, will be formally “sent”
from our Parish Community of St. Simon’s for the Rite
of Election at St. Patrick’s Cathedral later in the day.
Our prayers go with Kelly, Judy and Nikki as they move
towards their Baptism or Reception into the Church
at Easter, and our sincere thanks to Reg Emons and our
St. Simon’s RCIA team for their wonderful work with them.
…………………………………………………………………….………………………………………………………………………….………………………

ACCOMODATION REQUIRED/ HELP AVAILABLE
Senior lady with good references is seeking
accommodation in Rowville area. She is willing
to assist in a private home in personal care
and practical help if required. Contact St. Simon’s
Parish Office for more information: 9764 4058.

SLOGAN OF THE WEEK
“Life doesn’t have to be perfect
to be wonderful.”
…………………………………………………………………….………………………………………………………………………….……………………..…

PROJECT COMPASSION
Collection Boxes for Project Compassion 2021
are available in the Church Foyer. Please take one
and support this wonderful project during Lent.
…………………………………………………………………….………………………………………………………………………….……………………..…

AFTER SCHOOL RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
(ASRE) PROGRAM 2021
Do you have or do you know anyone who has Primary
School aged children at a non-Catholic school?
St Simon’s Parish is offering children the opportunity to
participate in our Religious Education Program. We are
providing classes from Grade 1 to Grade 6.
Our Sacramental Program is taught by committed
catechists who, with parent support, will prepare the
children to receive the Sacraments.
Please fill out the registration form available in the Church
foyer and on St. Simon’s Parish website.
Please return completed forms to the Parish Office
or contact Rosetta: 0408 884 867
…………………………………………………………………….………………………………………………………………………….…………………..……

THANK YOU to our lovely parishioner artist
Denise Do for painting the Christ in the Garden
of Gethsemane which is now hanging at the
left of our St. Simons confessional room
to help with our Lenten Journey.
…………………………………………………………………….………………………………………………………………………….…………………..……

ST SIMON’S VIRTUAL MOVIE CLUB
We meet via Zoom at 7pm, watch the movie on SBS
On Demand at 7.30pm, then regroup for another Zoom
meeting (with a cuppa etc.) at 9.20pm and have a chat
about the movie (or anything else, for that matter!).
This arrangement can continue irrespective
of restrictions. Hopefully we can use our own cinema
soon. Next Movie and meeting date, yet to be advised.
We would love to have new people involved to build
our sense of parish community, so if you would like be
involved next Thursday, contact Fr Kevin:
frkd@stsimonsparish.com.au
…………………………………………………………………….………………………………………………………………………….………………………

CAN YOU HELP ME WRITE A BOOK?
In 2019, some wonderful parishioners read through nearly
40 years worth of bulletin “front pages”, to select the
“best” with a view to possible publication. Due to a variety
of issues last year, I have had not been able to put in the
time required for the final assembly of their work. I would
be most grateful if “someone”, with skills in Publisher,
might assist in bringing this project to completion. Most of
the hard work has been done, and there is no deadline to
meet. If you can help, can you give me a call or email me.
Fr. Kevin: 0421 777 360 | frkd@stsimonsparish.com.au.
…………………………………………………………………….………………………………………………………………………….………………………

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER
This year the World Day of Prayer service will be held
at the Rowville Uniting Church, Fulham Rd, Rowville,
on Friday, 5th March at 7.30pm.
The featured country is Vanuatu. If you have any
artefacts or memorabilia from Vanuatu that you would
be willing to lend to this event, please contact Jeanette
on: 0466 261 632

February 21, 2021 - 1st Sunday of Lent
First reading

Genesis 9:8-15
God spoke to Noah and his sons, ‘See,
I establish my Covenant with you, and with your
descendants after you; also with every living
creature to be found with you, birds, cattle
and every wild beast with you: everything that
came out of the ark, everything that lives on the
earth. I establish my Covenant with you: no thing
of flesh shall be swept away again by the waters
of the flood. There shall be no flood to destroy
the earth again.’
God said, ‘Here is the sign of the Covenant
I make between myself and you and every living
creature with you for all generations: I set my
bow in the clouds and it shall be a sign of the
Covenant between me and the earth. When
I gather the clouds over the earth and the bow
appears in the clouds, I will recall the Covenant
between myself and you and every living
creature of every kind. And so the waters shall
never again become a flood to destroy all things
of flesh.’
Responsorial Psalm

ago, when Noah was still building that ark which
saved only a small group of eight people ‘by
water’, and when God was still waiting patiently,
that these spirits refused to believe. That water is
a type of the baptism which saves you now,
and which is not the washing off of physical dirt
but a pledge made to God from a good
conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus
Christ, who has entered heaven and is at God’s
right hand, now that he has made the angels
and Dominations and Powers his subjects.
Gospel

Mark 1:12-15

The Spirit drove Jesus out into the wilderness
and he remained there for forty days, and was
tempted by Satan. He was with the wild beasts,
and the angels looked after him.
After John had been arrested, Jesus went into
Galilee. There he proclaimed the Good News
from God. ‘The time has come’ he said ‘and the
kingdom of God is close at hand. Repent, and
believe the Good News.’

Psalm 24(25):4-6,7b-9

Second reading

1 Peter 3:18-22
Christ himself, innocent though he was, had died
once for sins, died for the guilty, to lead us to
God. In the body he was put to death, in the spirit
he was raised to life, and, in the spirit, he went to
preach to the spirits in prison. Now it was long

Super Steve’s Cleaning Team
 Spring Clean Windows Inside and Out
 Carpet Cleaning
 Tenant Vacate Clean

 General House Cleaning

For a FREE QUOTE
call Steve: 0423 496 516

Piano Lessons
Private or Group Lessons on:

Piano, Keyboard, Guitar, Singing, Theory

5 years old to adults, for all levels
Preparation for A.M.E.B and V.C.E
Exams, vocal performances and just
for your pleasure!
Book a free trial class:
Phone: 0407 816 197
Email: nataliaspeirs12@gmail.com
www.melodymusicschool.com.au

We come to you
Law: family law, wills,
power of attorney and estates,
commercial law, employment,
contract and debt disputes.
Conveyancing:
buying and selling property.
www.powalawyers.com.au
0407 739 123 | 0452 615 780

Next Week’s Readings: 2nd Sunday of Lent
Gen 22:1-2, 9-13, 15-18; Rom 8:-31-34; Mk 9:2-10

Appliance Repairs
& Installation Service
We specialize in the repair of:










Washing Machines
Dishwashers
Dryers
Electric Ovens
Microwaves
Cooktops / Range hoods
Fridges / Freezers
Test / Tag Services
Contact: Ash (0413 913 619)

Registered Cabler T08011
Security Reg. 936-086-80S

Please call the

Please call the

Parish Office

Parish Office

NBN / Data Networks
CCTV Security Cameras
Digital & Cable TV
Wi-Fi Speed Boost
Call Brad: 0438 090 700
sales@chipking.com.au

Imagine
if would
you could refinance your
loanwould
to a lower
if you
if you
rate and help put an end to homelessness.

to advertiseMortgage Brokers, like
to advertise
Ourlike
experienced
based
right here in
Rowville are ready to assist you. Not only will we find you the
yourbut
business
your business
best deal,
thanks to the work of our charity
partners, your
loan will also have a social impact.
in our
in our
Learn more at www.together.finance find us on Facebook
@together.finance
or call (03)weekly
8761 9024.
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