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Some experiences are sort of edged into a memory and it doesn’t have to be some dramatic thing 
we might experience but it just might be like we illustrated with the lightbulb lighting up over our 
head something that is really really important. Nearly 25 years ago, and I can vouch for the date; 
because I looked it up on the net, story of a young couple who lived in Ferney Creek Olinda 
Dandenong, in January 1997, there was a extremely hot day and we didn’t know at the time But in 
fact a firebug deliberately lit a number of fires in the Dandenong’s and in the fires it was huge here 
and there and everywhere in places I’m not sure it’s ever been apprehended. It killed a young couple 
in a street in Ferney Creek ironically called Seabreeze Avenue and It was one of those extraordinary 
occurrences the fire took some homes and didn’t take others, they took a young couple sheltered in 
the garage but that wasn’t enough to save their lives. Very very sad indeed.  

 

But while I remember, Is the next day I was at Mitcham at the time and I drove my car out of the 
driveway the next day was totally different from the day before temperature was about 37 or 38 
maybe even higher and hot North wind and so on. Of course, a firebug, it had everything in place  
and that was a terrible result. But, back to the story, I drove the car out back way and turned right 
onto Whitehorse road, heading east towards Ringwood Croydon and so on. Of course in the 
background were the Dandenong’s, where the day before had been a blaze. But Because the 
weather had cooled overnight a bit of rain and the temperature dropped from the 30s to about 17  
I don’t think I might of even at the time ironically was wearing a jumper and it was just so hard to 
believe that less than 24 hours before a young couple had been involved in this horrific fire. All be it, 
as we found out later, most likely deliberately lit, tragically, the death, but even if it wasn’t 
deliberately lit it would’ve been just as sad. But the change from one day to the next and the fact 
that the next 24 hours they just happened to be home and were engulfed into fire and died 
accordingly.  

 

I was listening to the radio, as I did in the afternoon regularly to the talk show, and the host at that 
time, not sure who it might’ve been, might’ve been Earny Sickly at the time, but he invited people to 
ring, he wasn’t been ghoulish about it, but he said, “If you’re in that situation what would you try to 
save what are the treasures that you have in your home which if you had two minutes to get out 
something like that what would you try to save”.  And I was heading off to Ringwood, Croydon or 
wherever I was going looking at the smoke in the hills, thinking of those poor people who tragically 
lost their lives and I wonder if they lost their lives trying to save things, who knows, But the question 
is a good one if we were in that situation and I suppose the impact of that little story or situation 
was the fact that this was just really all be it in the Dandenong’s it was just pretty well a normal 
suburban street. it was a number 2 and number 4 and the number 6 and the number 8. I think,  
2 was burned out, 8 was burned out and 4 and 6 were fine.   

 

So, question for the day, think about, what are the things, what are your treasures? If you had just  
a very short time to get out of your house because of something like that. What are the important 
things or items that you would take with you and would you maybe even risk your life to to retain 
\or get back or safe. And I know I made mine my little list and I realise it’s in my littlest things which 
were in different places and maybe it’s not a bad idea to have them together as much as possible, 
those must save things.  

 

That’s the practical side of things but we just heard the gospel today which is quite a fascinating one 
and challenges us to think about our treasures. What are they? How ready are we maybe to become, 
and here’s the word of the day, to become “detached” from the things of this world and even our 
treasures. Because that’s what Jesus asked this young man to do, it’s a fascinating story and it’s  



a perfect example of never asked a question unless you want to hear the answer, “what must I do, 
I’ve done all these things!”. Jesus tells him and he doesn’t like the answer or he can’t manage  
the answer, he went away sad. Everyone’s sad in this story. Maybe we can prepare ourselves  
with a sense of detachment. And to think maybe we don’t just mean we’ve gotta go and get rid  
of everything but in our attitude in our mind in terms of our priorities to think of it, what are the 
things that we would find it very difficult to detach yourself from and maybe even to list those things 
that might be specific items. Often it might be items of great sentimental value. But even there they 
can come and go, people get burnt out or flooded out and those sort of things, as these things 
happen and see them on the news cast with these things that had happened it’s so awful for them 
that they’ve lost all these things and yet life goes on, they still have each. Important thing ultimately 
is the family gets burned out or flooded out, or whatever, but if they still have each other and if they 
still recognise the value of their life and especially within the context of what brings us together 
today, they have a sense of faith, how many times over the years I had people say without my faith  
I would never of got through the challenge of  the bushfire, flood or whatever, but our faith has 
been challenged on many fronts at the moment and I could really get going on that. Some of the 
reports I’ve read from overseas this week of the way things are happening the challenges facing the 
church, some which the church is facing and some which is not. But what about our faith and our 
connection with Jesus. How really important is i, to us and how detached can we really be from the 
things that really get in the way.  

That’s essentially what the story is about, Jesus is saying you’re a good fellow, you’ve done a great 
job, I admire you, I care for you, I congratulate you, but there’s one thing you need, you’re too 
hooked on, too attached to your personal financial wealth.   That was his story, for others could be 
something quite different. But Jesus nailed it and we know he nailed it because it is the most saddest 
lines in the whole gospel. The young man went away sad. Why? Because he was a man of great 
wealth. That’s a strange way of putting it, isn’t it? Who thinks they’re going to be sad because they 
have great wealth? He was challenged and at this stage anyway he couldn’t quite meet it. Now the 
one thing we all want is not sadness but happiness.  

 

So maybe we’ve got something to think about there and think about the things in our life  
and sometimes it might even be the people in our life for whom there is some sort of obstacle  
and being the sort of person that we know deep in our hearts we really should be in the site of God. 
That’s what detachment is about and we are called upon to be detached. It doesn’t mean we have  
to let go, it means we are able to let go if and when that is required of us. In the name of the Father  
and the Son and the Holy Spirit, Amen. 

 
 


