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Just this weekend, we’ve had a couple of things happen, the weekend’s not over yet, 

which are, not huge but sort of disconcerting in terms of a sort of point of elements  

of life as we live it today which we wish were otherwise. A while back we put some 

security cameras around on the parish centre. Anyhow, last night one of them was 

knocked off. That’s what you do, isn’t it with security cameras, you either, in the 

movies you get a gun and shoot them or whatever or they put a hood over the top  

or if it’s a little bit out of the way and no one can see you, you’ll just take the camera 

altogether and may be it’s working as a security camera where the people who stole 

it to protect themselves from people like themselves. But close on the heels of that,  

it was interesting though, the incident itself was nothing but sort of points to - a dad 

came down with his little son, just a little fellow.  

They’ve got little kids footy and he said ‘The school gate is locked, is it possible to go 

and to just for the little fellow to kick the footy around just down on the asphalt 

parking area?’. And I didn’t have the key to the school gate lock with me anyhow,  

I said, look normally I’d say yeah go for it. But you know one of the issues these days 

is, if  he falls over or you fall over and you go to a smart lawyer, guess who’s going to 

be sued - ME! He said What? I said yeah been there, done that and these things do 

happen, because it’s all written into the law and so on. It’s not a matter of just saying, 

it’s really the insurance company is paying. Its the drama that goes on before hand, 

that’s the issue, not the ultimate things of who actually pays out at the end is one 

thing but all of the to-ing and fro-ing that goes on to lead to that point. But both  

of those things perhaps were more signs of the times, signs of where we are as 

society.  

We could use the word ‘community’ but the reality is in large degree, we don’t trust 

each other, that’s a pity. But even more of a pity is the fact that we’ve got good 

reason not to trust each other and it’s only a few months of course since the Royal 

Commission on say the banks came down with all of the to-ing and fr-oing that goes 

on there. And go back a little bit further and you got the Royal Commission into 

institutional child abuse of which the churches and out own Catholic Church was 

very much front and centre. Awful stories, awful experiences and then we say ‘well 

we can meet may be our heroes, our entertainers and may be their managers and 

may be royalty or whatever, we don’t have to go too far into the news at the moment 



to look at question marks over any and all people that used to be trusted but aren't 

any more, business leaders and so on. Who do you trust? The answer is we trust 

very few, which is why we check the fine print.  

I remember a few years ago, I was having a wedding and the bride to be was  

a lawyer and the first document that the couple had to sign was the government 

form, the notice of intended marriage. It was all filled out and I said all you have to do 

is sign here and sign there. So the groom picked up the document and just signed it, 

the whole thing took about 2 seconds. The bride, the lawyer, picked it up and after 

what seemed an eternity to me turned it over to be followed by another eternity when 

eventually something which had taken her husband to be 2 seconds, took the best 

part of a minute and a half, maybe close to two minutes. That’s a lovely person but it 

was second nature to her to never sign anything until you know exactly what you’re 

signing because you can’t trust anyone these days.  

It’s within that context Jesus says to us, albeit he said it some time ago, ‘Be like little 

children, come to me, put your trust in me’ and they’re beautiful words and they’re 

words that echo a little later on in the reflection song that we have a little later,  

a beautiful hymn of ‘Come to me all you who labour and are overburdened’, and 

they’re words of enormous comfort to people. Just this week I went to see a lady not 

far from the end of her journey and it was my privilege to give her the sacrament  

of anointing and the other prayers for someone close to death and she was aware  

of what I was doing and it was very clear that she listened to those words ‘Come to 

me all you who labour and are overburdened and I will give you rest’ and she really 

took those on board. Their words not only of relieving of a burden but when you think 

of it, lack of trust is one of the biggest burdens that we carry. When we trustsomeone 

it means they’re carrying the burden with us whatever it might happen to be.  

When we’re on edge, when we’re looking around, when we’re reading the fine print, 

all of those things, the burden becomes that much heavier because we’re on our 

own and living as we do at a time of a lack of trust, albeit sadly, often enough well 

placed and understandable, but those burdens become greater than ever, and we 

can look with suspicion on one another, we put up all our defences, not only 

checking the fine print but have security systems at home, and engaging lawyers to 

check this and to check that and being careful where we walk and so it goes on. 

That’s an enormous burden. Jesus says ‘Come to me, give you burdens to me’. Now 



that doesn’t take away that sense of weariness, may be fear that we have as we live 

each day, but bottom line of it is an opportunity this weekend, living as we do in  

a society at a time where we’re on edge or all of those things but throw the whole 

COVID-19 things for good measure and some of those burdens are even coming 

into different homes.  

Where have you been? What surfaces have you been touching? Are you bringing 

something home that’s going to affect us all ? and while that might not be not so 

dramatic for us here in Melbourne at the moment, its been enormously dramatic in 

other parts of the world. And I think just a couple of weeks ago I mentioned about 

some of the medical workers in New York in the story and how all sorts of family 

issues coming for the families of people working on that, what we call the front line, 

absolutely fearful that their husband, wife, son or daughter would bring home the 

Coronavirus, etc. etc.. And in some cases they did, so that’s where we are and 

there’s no magic wand to change that except that when we’re told ‘Come to me all 

you who labour and are overburdened and I will carry that burden with you, that’s 

real and that works and that is something of enormous comfort to us.  

So may be at a time when we needed it more than ever, let’s take on board that 

sense of our burdens being carried by Jesus because he says ‘ Trust in me’ and he 

never says ‘Trust in me because I’m going to make everything right for you now’ but 

he says ‘Trust in me and if you do, things will in the bigger picture of things, they’ll be 

okay’ and it’s in this that we find our rest, that we find peace, that we can relax a little 

in the arms of the Lord. The burdens will still be there , they’ll still need to be carried 

but when we trust in Jesus himself, we might find ourselves, we will find ourselves 

just that little but stronger to carry those burdens and the burden will be much lighter 

because we will be much stronger. 
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