
 

St. Simon the Apostle Parish 
  2 Taylors Lane, Rowville 3178 

 

Office Hours:  Tuesday to Friday 10.00-3.00pm 
   (03) 9764 4058  

   office@stsimonsparish.com.au     www.stsimonsparish.com.au 

July 12, 2020  - 15th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Parish  Personnel  
PARISH PRIEST: 

Fr Kevin Dillon 

Mobile: 0421 777 360  

Email: frkd@stsimonsparish.com.au 
 

PASTORAL ASSOCIATES: 
Mrs Loretta Hughes (Tue, Thu) 

Mrs Abbie Ferdinands (Mon, Wed, Fri) 
 

SACRAMENTAL CO-ORDINATOR: 
Mrs Marialisa Mandarino (Wed) 
 

BUSINESS & OFFICE MANAGER: 
Mr Peter Evans (Mon - Thu) 
 

CHILD SAFEGUARDING: 
Ms Delisa Gonsalves (Mon) 
 

SECRETARIES: 
Mrs Felicia Ahumada (Mon - Wed) 

Mrs Christina Liew (Thu, Fri) 
 

ST. SIMON’S SCHOOL PRINCIPAL: 
Mr. Tom  Wursthorn: 9755 4222  
 

NAZARETH COLLEGE PRINCIPAL: 
Mr Sam Cosentino: 9795 8100 
 
NORMAL MASS TIMES: 
Currently not in place  
due to COVID-19 related restrictions 
 

WEEKEND ONLINE MASS TIMES: 
Sunday: live from Saturday 6pm 
 

OTHER ONLINE MASS TIMES: 
Tuesday to Friday: Live from 6.00am 
 

Also currently unavailable during 
COVID-19  restrictions: 

RECONCILIATION 

BAPTISMS 
AFTER SCHOOL RELIGIOUS  
EDUCATION 
 

WEDDINGS & MARRIAGE PREP: 
Contact Parish Office 
 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK: 
Available as necessary by private  

arrangement with Fr. Kevin 

(0421 777 360). 
 

PARISH COUNCIL: 
parishcouncil@stsimonsparish.com.au 
 

MASS ON RADIO: 
Mass from St. Simon’s is broadcast  

on 89.9 FM The Light - at 7am Sundays 
 

PARISH HALL HIRE:  

St. Simon’s Parish Hall is available for 

hire After School Hours and Weekends 

(not during current restrictions).    

For enquiries, contact the Parish Office 

during Office Hours. Phone: 9764 4058 
 

PARISH CENTRE FACILITIES HIRE: 

Contact the Parish Office. 
  

ST VINCENT DE PAUL HELPLINE:  

1800 305 330 

      As ABBA sang some years ago:  
       “Mama Mia, here we go again”.  
 

The 6-week lockdown of Melbourne 
which began on Thursday probably 
comes as no surprise. The continuous 
escalation of COVID-19 cases in the 
past fortnight meant that a return to 
Stage 3 restrictions was highly likely, 
if not almost inevitable. 

 

From a Church / Parish perspective, it is disappointing (to say the least) that 
the capacity to provide the Mass, along with sacramental and pastoral care 
for parishioners is enormously compromised - again! 
 

Of course our online Masses (on weekends and from Tuesday to Friday)  
will continue, and I am personally deeply grateful to Peter Evans, our 
cinematographer / editor / director (and in his “spare” time, Parish Business 
Manager) for making the online Masses so professional and well-presented.  
 

Thanks also to Loretta and Abbie (our pastoral associates), our Sacristans,  
parish staff,  those who have provided music for the website Masses, and 
numerous volunteers who have assisted in a variety of ways. Nearly one 
hundred Masses have gone online since mid-March, and they have 
generated an enthusiastic following from near and far. Without a wonderful 
group of people working together, this service would not be possible. Please 
God we can continue it at least until Mass attendance restrictions are a thing 
of the past, but hopefully also beyond that welcome moment. 
 

But with this new lockdown extending for six weeks (at least), we know that 
the restriction of our own parish mission and activities (see overleaf for further 
details) is just one more unwelcome facet of this devastating tragedy. 
 

And it is a tragedy. That’s a word that so far hasn’t been widely used, given 
the toll of deaths and ICU-hospitalisation in Australia has been far less than in 
many other parts of the world. 
 

But for those who have lost employment, or whose businesses have gone 
under, or whose families have been torn apart for a thousand different 
reasons, or whose physical health has suffered from the stress and tension of 
home life .. for these and so many others, the word “tragedy” is no 
exaggeration. 
  

We may understandably shrug our shoulders and say “What can I do?” Well, 
we can certainly follow the throw-away line we often use in farewelling others, 
be it on the phone or in person: “Stay safe”. That also means for us  
to “stay safe” ourselves.  

 

This means that if we’re safe ourselves, chances are that those in contact 
with us will hopefully be “safe” 
too. So the various safeguards 
and restrictions, even though 
they may at times seem “over 
the  top” and far too restrictive, 
can be the means by which the 
tragedies job losses,  financial 
hardship and family tensions can 
be minimised. 
 



PARISH DIARY 

All Church Masses SUSPENDED until further notice.  

We are doing everything we can to try and keep  
our Parish community together, at least virtually (i.e. via 
the internet on phones, ipads, laptops and computers), 
and to continue to offer comfort and support to one  
another community during this crisis. But we need  
everyone’s assistance and co-operation (very much  
including yours!) to make that happen as safely as  
possible once restrictions eventually start to relax.  

Importantly, since we are directed by the Victorian  
Government to work from home where possible,  
we will be trying to have a staff presence in the Parish 
office from 10am to 3pm each day. If for any reason we 
are not able to so that there will be an appropriate sign 
on the office door.  

Unfortunately, due to the reimposition of Stage 3  
restrictions in Greater Melbourne, there will be no Mass 
Services for Parishioners to attend in person in the 
Church, effective from Thursday, 9 July until further  
notice. We will continue to film weekday Masses from 
Tuesday to Friday, and Sunday Masses and make them 
available via our Website and YouTube Channel.  
And remember that we now have a library of over  
80 recorded Masses available via our website  
or YouTube Channel as well. Please go to our website: 
www.stsimonsparish.com.au and scan down  
to the section which links to the Masses. 

Further updates on Parish life and activities will be 
placed on the website as quickly as we can. 

If possible, please make any other enquiries to the  
Parish office by phone or by email to: 

 office@stsimonsparish.com.au. We will get back  
to you as soon as we can, and apologise in advance  
for any delay.  

If you must come to the office, please observe the  
protocols in place. To protect staff and you, we are  
endeavouring to minimise any contact between staff  
and visitors.  
If the matter is urgent, please call  
Fr. Kevin Dillon on 0421 777 360.  

We thank you for your understanding and co-operation 
during these challenging times and hope we are still able 
to continue to serve you in every way possible. Please 
contact us if you need any support.  

May God bless you and keep you safe and healthy.
…………………………………………………………………….……...…….. 

RECONCILIATION & PRIVATE PRAYER 

SUSPENDED until further notice.  
…………………………………………………………………….……...…….. 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
Alice Brennan, Michael Muspratt, Anne Gomez,  

Christine Barcial, Bianca Corica, Rehan Nagar,  

Bianca Rodrigo, Sarah Jessica Grande, Keith Wesley, 

Rainier Ferando, Jereth Kelaart, Sajith Abeyanayoke, 

Toni Catanzariti, Suzy Saunders 
…………………………………………………………………….……...…….. 

MAY THEY REST IN PEACE  
RISEN IN THE LORD 

Recent Deaths:  
Bruno Marino, Lina Gnassi, Margaret Meara 
 

Anniversary of Death:  
Nihal Wijeskera, Cresenzo Di Scala, Thomas Perera  

PRAYER GROUPS  
AND OTHER PARISH MEETINGS 

If can be done via ZOOM will be able to continue. 
…………………………………………………………………….……...……….... 

    IMPORTANT MESSAGE FROM FR. KEVIN 
If you receive an email - supposedly from me - with this  
message or something similar, please ignore it and do not 
reply. It is DEFINITELY  not from me. 
 

Good Afternoon (Christian name of parishioner), 
I hope you are coping well with this Pandemic? 
I'll need you to do me a favor urgently, email me back as 
soon as you get this message. 
Sincerely In Christ, 
Fr. Kevin Dillon. 
St. Simon the Apostle Parish, 
2 Taylors Lane, Rowville 3178. 
 

Apart from anything else, I know  
(a) when to use a question mark 
(b) when not to use a capital letter - 3 mistakes 
(c) how to spell “favour” (at least in Australia)  
(d) when to complete one sentence and begin another.  
 
The “From” email address is reverendfather93@gmail.com. 
If the “93” is a date of birth, you can certainly be sure it’s not 
from me. The  number I would have to use is much lower! 
 

And just while we’re on about such things, I received a voice  
message this week (Sydney, NSW - 02 9002 XXXX)   
supposedly from “The Embassy of the People's Republic  
of China”. Be careful if you get one too! 
…………………………………………………………………….……...……….... 

A PRAYER FOR OVERCOMING FEAR 

Dear Father, 
 

My heart and mind are flooded with fears.  
Sometimes I am paralysed, I feel unable to go on.  

These fears are overwhelming,  
they remain with me day and night.  

Yet I hold onto your truth.  
You have told us not to fear,  

for you have overcome the world.  
So I cling to you,  

I trust in your promises,  
that you will never fail me, never forsake me.  

In moments of such crippling fear,  
I choose to hold your hand.  

I know you have experienced the most fearful places,  
I know that you have risen again.  

 

In you all promises meet and new life begins.  
You are my Saviour,  

I hide in you,  
Protected by your love,  

And sheltered by your grace.  
My Father.  

 

Amen. 
 

(a prayer to help overcome fear and anxiety  

from www.lords-prayer-words.com) 

Read more at: https://www.lords-prayer-words.com/topics/
prayer_for_fear.html  

…………………………………………………………………….……...……….... 

GOD PLACED THE BEST THINGS IN LIFE  
ON THE OTHER SIDE OF FEAR! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8ZsoDirx1Pk 

One of the most powerful speeches from Will Smith on why 
the best things in life are on the other side of fear and terror. 

http://www.lords-prayer-words.com/
https://www.lords-prayer-words.com/topics/prayer_for_fear.html
https://www.lords-prayer-words.com/topics/prayer_for_fear.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8ZsoDirx1Pk


 ZOOM AND SOUL   
Please call the office or email Loretta for zoom details: 

loretta@stsimonsparish.com.au 
……………………………………………………………...… 

BIBLE STUDY via ZOOM  

on MATTHEW’S GOSPEL  
Remaining fortnightly sessions: 

 
 

EVENING SESSIONS  
7.30pm via ZOOM 

 

SESSION DATES: Jul 14, 28,  

Aug 11, 25. 
 

Email Loretta for details: loretta@stsimonsparish.com.au 

 

   MORNING SESSIONS – 11.00am 
 To be advised if can be done via ZOOM  

 

 SESSION DATES: Jul 21, Aug 11, 25 
……………………………………………...……………………...………….…. 

HEART OF LIFE 

'Emotions as Guardians of our Soul' - Reflection  

event via Zoom, Saturday 18 July 2020, 10am-1pm. 
  

Facilitated by Rev Dr Peter Bentley, this event offers  

participants the opportunity to explore which emotions are 

inviting us to pay attention to our authentic self. We will 

focus on some of the core emotions that regularly arise  

in everyday life and see how they contribute to alerting us  

to key areas of transformation.  

 

Cost $25. Bookings and payment via Trybooking 

at  https://www.trybooking.com/BKJOS .   

For more information, contact: holsc@bigpond.com  

or Tel: 9890 1101. 
……………………………………………...……………………...………….…. 

 

We thank you for your prayers  

and support of menALIVE and hope to 

see you in person at an event when the 

situation allows, but in the mean time 

join us online for this virtual conference. 

menALIVE.org.au 
……………………………………………...……………………...………….…. 

ARE YOU OR A FRIEND THINKING  
OF BECOMING A CATHOLIC? 

Adults entering the Catholic Church or just thinking about 
it, follow a process called RCIA the Rite of Christian  
Initiation of Adults.  RCIA IS FOR:  Adults who are not 
baptised Adults baptised in another Christian church 
Non-practising Catholics wishing to renew faith 
 

At St Simon’s new sessions begin with an 
information night on Tuesday 6

th
 Oct 2020  

from 7.45pm in the Chapel. 
Ring the Parish office  
on 9764 4058  
or Reg on 9790 5616  
or just come along on the night. 
   

“Come and see.” 

 
 
 

WORKING WITH CHILDREN CHECK 

If you volunteer for any of our Parish Ministries  

and Groups, you may have attended a presentation  

back in February this year, where you were handed  

a statement of Commitment, Policy, Procedures  

and Code of Conduct for Safeguarding Children  

and Vulnerable People. If you still have it and have not 

reviewed or returned the documents, please do so soon. 

If you did not attend the presentation back in February 

and have not got the statement of Commitment, Policy, 

Procedures and Code of Conduct for Safeguarding  

Children and Vulnerable People, please pick up  

a copy from the Parish Office. 

If you do not have a “Working With Children Check” Card, 

please apply for one online by visiting:  

https://www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au/ 

If you already have a Card, click “Update my Details”.  

If you don’t have a WWCC Card, please click:  

“Apply for a Check”. In both cases, follow the 

prompts and make sure that “St. Simon the Apostle  

Parish - 2 Taylors Lane, Rowville, 3178 - 03 9764 4058” 

is added to “Organisation Details”. Under the field 

“Child-related work”, choose category “64-Religious 

Organisation” or click the link “MyCheck Account.”   

Please note that ALL volunteers need to have reviewed 

and signed the statement of Commitment, Policy,  

Procedures and Code of Conduct for Safeguarding  

Children and Vulnerable People, as well as the  

“WWCC” card. 

Please provide the Parish Office with your “WWCC”  

details so we can complete and update our records.  

If  you don’t have access to the Internet or need help  

to do the above, please call the Parish Office. 

……………………………………………...……………………...……………. 

2020 COMBINED CATHOLIC PARISHES  
RAFFLE (CCPR)   

 

Parishioners & school families of St Simon’s are  
requested to return their Raffle Tickets (sold or unsold) 
to the Parish Office /School Tub latest by Friday,  
7 August 2020 please. 
 

Drawing of tickets has been postponed and tickets  
will be drawn on 26 September 2020. 
 

Thank you all for your support and co-operation 
……………………………………………...……………………...………….. 

CINEMA or MOVIE CLUBS 

Any parishioner who would like to be involved with  
a Movie or Cinema Club (this is possible, even within  
our “Lockdown” situation) is invited to contact Fr. Kevin  
on 0421 777 360 or frkd@stsimonsparish.com.au. We  
will need six or more people to form a “club” where a book 
can be read or a movie viewed, with “members” coming 
together online for a discussion and social catch-up. 

Mass Recorder 1) Rick Forster | 2)  Kevin D'Rozario Homily Typist: Sonya Rose’meyer 

Rosters for weekend of 18th & 19th July 2020 

mailto:loretta@stsimonsparish.com.au
mailto:loretta@stsimonsparish.com.au
https://www.trybooking.com/BKJOS
mailto:holsc@bigpond.com
https://menalive.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=66c1ee7ffc9103d83cea4431e&id=dadef6ae49&e=562b3ad379
https://www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au/


 

 

 Spring Clean Windows Inside and Out 

 Carpet Cleaning 

 Tenant Vacate Clean  

 General House Cleaning 

For a FREE QUOTE 

call Steve: 0423 496 516 

 

Appliance Repairs  
& Installation Service 

 We specialize in the repair of: 

 Washing Machines 

 Dishwashers 

 Dryers 

 Electric Ovens 

 Microwaves 

 Cooktops / Range hoods 

 Fridges / Freezers 

 Test / Tag Services 

 Contact: Ash (0413 913 619) 
 

 

 

 

NBN / Data Networks 
CCTV Security Cameras 

Digital & Cable TV 
Wi-Fi Speed Boost 

  
Call Brad: 9803 8644 

sales@chipking.com.au 
  

Registered Cabler T08011 
Security Reg. 936-086-80S 

 
Please call the  

Parish Office  

if you would  

like to advertise  

your business  

in our  

weekly bulletin 

Please call the  

Parish Office  

if you would  

like to advertise  

your business  

in our  

weekly bulletin 

Super Steve’s Cleaning Team 

 

First reading 

                                                 Isaiah 55: 10-11 

Thus says the Lord: ‘As the rain and the snow 
come down from the heavens and do not return 
without watering the earth, making it yield and 
giving growth to provide seed for the sower and 
bread for the eating, so the word that goes from 
my mouth does not return to me empty, without 
carrying out my will and succeeding in what it 
was sent to do.’ 

 
Responsorial Psalm 
                                         Psalm 64(65): 10-14  

 
 
Second reading 

                                              Romans 8: 18-23 

I think that what we suffer in this life can never be 
compared to the glory, as yet unrevealed, which 
is waiting for us. The whole  creation is eagerly 
waiting for God to reveal his sons. It was not for 
any fault on the part of creation that it was made 
unable to attain its purpose, it was made so by 
God; but creation still retains the hope of being 
freed, like us, from its slavery to decadence, to 
enjoy the same freedom and glory as the children 
of God. From the beginning till now the entire 
creation, as we know, has been groaning in one 
great act of giving birth; and not only creation,  
but all of us who possess the first-fruits of the 
Spirit, we too groan inwardly as we wait for our 
bodies to be set free. 

Gospel 
                                                 Matthew 13: 1-23 

A sower went out to sow 

Jesus left the house and sat by the lakeside,  
but such large crowds gathered round him that  
he got into a boat and sat there. The people all 
stood on the beach, and he told them many 
things in parables. 

 
He said, ‘Imagine a sower going out to sow.  

As he sowed, some seeds fell on the edge of the 
path, and the birds came and ate them up. 
Others fell on patches of rock where they found 
little soil and sprang up straight away, because 
there was no depth of earth; but as soon as the 
sun came up they were scorched and, not having 
any roots, they withered away. Others fell among 
thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. 
Others fell on rich soil and produced their crop, 
some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. 
Listen, anyone who has ears!’ 

Piano Lessons 
 
 

Private or Group Lessons on: 
Piano, Keyboard, Guitar, Singing, Theory 
 
 
 

5 years old to adults, for all levels  
 
 
 

Preparation for A.M.E.B and V.C.E 
Exams, vocal performances and just 

for your pleasure! 
 
 
 

Book a free trial class: 
Phone: 0407 816 197 

Email: nataliaspeirs12@gmail.com 
 
 
 

www.melodymusicschool.com.au 

 
 

Imagine if you could refinance your loan to a lower 
rate and help put an end to homelessness. 

Our experienced Mortgage Brokers, based right here in 
Rowville are ready to assist you.  Not only will we find you the 
best deal, but thanks to the work of our charity partners, your 

loan will also have a social impact. 

Learn more at www.together.finance find us on Facebook 

@together.finance or call (03) 8761 9024. 

Next Week’s Readings: 16th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Wisdom 12: 13, 16-19; Romans 8: 26-27 
Matthew 13: 24-43  

July 12, 2020  - 15th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

We come to you
 

 Law: family law, wills,  
power of attorney and estates,  
commercial law, employment, 
contract and debt disputes.   

Conveyancing:  
buying and selling property. 
 

www.powalawyers.com.au 
 

0407 739 123 | 0452 615 780 

http://www.together.finance
http://www.powalawyers.com.au


LETTER TO THE FAITHFUL OF MELBOURNE FROM ARCHBISHOP PETER A COMENSOLI 

 

Tuesday 7 July 2020 

 

 

 

Dear friends in Christ, 
 
Today’s decision to place metropolitan Melbourne and the Mitchell Shire areas back into Stage 3  
lockdown for the next six weeks from 11.59pm Wednesday 8 July is sobering news. It is truly  
disheartening, and will bring renewed distress to so many families and individuals. 
 
These words from Psalm 22 have come immediately to my mind (words that were on the lips of Jesus  
as he was crucified): My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? Why are you so far from helping me, 
from the words of my groaning? O my God, I cry by day, but you do not answer; and by night, but find no 
rest. (Ps 22.1-2) 
 
Yet, I want to encourage you in grace, trusting in the abiding closeness of our loving Lord, who promised 
to be with us always. 
 
In returning to Stage 3 restrictions in those specific areas, sadly the public celebration of Mass, which we 
have only just re-commenced, will need to go back to live-streaming; churches will need to be closed 
again to any private prayer; and the numbers allowed for funerals and weddings will be severely limited. 
 
We expect specific details around the restrictions will be released by the civil authorities over the next  
24 hours, and will be communicated to you as soon as possible. I ask for your patience in the meantime. 
 
Now is a time for attentiveness to the care of one another. In the face of our own despondency and fears, 
our fatigue and anxieties, may we learn to hold firm in faith and hope, and experience sustaining moments 
of love. As the writer of the Letter to the Hebrews encouraged: Let us be concerned for each other, to stir 
a response in love and good works. (Heb 24.10) 
 
Friends, while the Psalmist knew struggle and pain, there were also words of confidence that came from 
the heart: In you our ancestors trusted; they trusted, and you delivered them. To you they cried, and were 
saved; in you they trusted, and were not put to shame. (Ps 22.4-5) 
 
May our Lord Jesus be with you, and may His Blessed Mother accompany us all. 

 

With every grace and blessing, I remain,  

Yours sincerely Christ Jesus, 

 

Most Rev Peter A Comensoli  

Archbishop of Melbourne 

 

St Patrick’s Centre, PO Box 146, East Melbourne VIC. 8002 Australia 
Tel: +61 3 9926 5612 Email: archbishop@cam.org.au 


