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Just this week, we have seen the beginning of the resurgence of a phenomenon that 

swept the entire world, certainly the English, well beyond the English-speaking world, 

a little over a 40 years ago and it’s going to come back with a vengeance. Its already 

started and it’s not COVID 19, it’s Diana mania! It’s over 40 years since Diana 

Spencer became engaged to Prince Charles. There’s a great little song, I don’t know 

if you will be able to find it, a clip of it, called ‘Charlie’s getting married at last’. I have 

a copy of it, it’s on an old 45 I’ve got. And the Netflix series of ‘The Crown’ has 

entered into Season 4 and even though Seasons 1, 2 and 3 were very popular, I kid 

you not, Season 4 will blow through the roof and there will be some of you watching 

this already, who’ve already watched the whole thing, you’ve binged all night on 

Monday when it was first released. That’s the way Diana Spencer took over the 

whole world in an extraordinary way and it’s all going to happen again.  

Her life of course was in some ways magnificent and in some ways utterly tragic, 

including especially her death, all the controversy that’s followed since then on so 

many different levels. And it’s one of the things that’s a phenomenon of our time or 

may be of all time though that when it comes to fame, fortune and especially royalty, 

we are fascinated, but those who are in it find that the human nature with which we 

are all endowed doesn’t handle fame, fortune, royalty etc. all that well. We’re just not 

built that way, that the sort of adulation particularly in the, say the 20th/ 21st century, 

where every move is followed, every opportunity to photograph, film or whatever is 

taken, where there was no privacy whatsoever. These sort of issues of our own 

technological time take an enormous toll on individuals.  

So, the whole question of royalty is going to be very very much a talking point and 

my prediction for what it’s worth is, I think I’m pretty right, is that people will be talking 

about that whole phenomenon of Charles and Di and Wills and Meghan and all of 

that is going to be talked about left, right and centre. But the story itself and how it’s 

presented within the television series which has been very extremely well done, I 

have yet to be able to have a look at Season 4, unlike some of you. So that brings us 

to today ‘Christ the King’, the whole notion of royalty is a challenging one. We’ve 

given that title ‘King’ to quite a number of people, it’s really been a bit of a poisoned 

chalice so to speak, if you can mix the metaphors. When you think of Elvis Presley 

was a King and had a very troubled life, died at the age of just 42. Michael Jackson 



was the King, Graham Kennedy on a more local basis was the King of television, 

became a recluse and didn’t want to go near anyone.  

Probably the one who did best was Wayne Carey, the King of North Melbourne, 

depending on who you talk to, certainly one of the greatest footballers ever to play 

the game, but he had a few speed humps along the way as well, seemed to have put 

life back on track. But again, the title is a very heavy one to wear. So that brings us 

to today, Christ the King. If we can’t find much to go on in terms of the people whom 

we dob a King or a Queen of this, that or the other, how will you mix it in terms of 

Christ. Well, for what it’s worth, we look at royalty, we look at may be modern day 

royalty would be seen other than the British Royal family as the, we take the word 

‘Celebrity’, marvellous, must be televisions like ‘I’m a celebrity, get me out of here’ 

and so on. I’m not guilty of watching that either but the word ‘Celebrity’ it says people 

who are famous for being famous often enough, but fame means very little at all.  

It’s got nothing to do with character, it’s got nothing to do with integrity, it’s got 

nothing to do with personal goodness, it’s just being well known. So how do we 

manage all that within the context of would we call Jesus a Celebrity? The feast  

of Christ the Celebrity, not sure we’d do that. There is a new term though which in its 

strange way gets a little closer to what the feast of Christ the King is meant to be.  

I remember when I first heard this term, it was only about may be 12 months ago.  

I had never heard it before and I thought ‘What in the world is it this?’ but I’ll read the 

definition and make sure I get it right. What about if we call this the feast of ‘Christ 

the Influencer’? Not the Influenza, but ‘Christ the Influencer’. Now I googled the 

meaning of the word ‘influencer’ and of course it’s all tied up with social media about 

which I know absolutely nothing.  

An influencer is someone who has the power to affect the purchasing decisions  

of others because of his/her authority, knowledge, position or relationship with  

his/ her audience, someone who has a following in a distinct niche with whom he/she 

actively engages. The size of the following depends on the size of his/her topic of the 

niche. It is important to know that these individuals are not merely marketing tools 

but rather social relationship assets with which brands can collaborate to achieve 

their marketing objectives. So, all sorts of people have been put before us as 

influencers within context of social media. I guess it’s a little closer in a way, leave 

out the marketing things as such in terms of in commercial marketing. It’s a little 



closer to what we are saying when we celebrate the feast of Christ the King, Christ 

the Influencer.  

We’re saying it is the person, the teaching, the spirit, the example of Jesus Christ 

which determines so much of what we think, what we believe, how we behave  

and I’m not really suggesting that the Vatican will change the name pf the feast just 

because I’ve suggested it, but it does give us a bit of a more of an insight into what 

the feast really means and we look at that gospel which tells us effectively, it’s put 

within that regal setting, the King will make the judgement, those on his right, those 

on his left and ultimately of course the story is about we will be judged, you and I 

over how we treat others, whether we saw Jesus in others in need and went to their 

assistance or support, in whatever way we could. So that sense sort of influence is 

so important.  

We might may be in our mass today think about is Christ the influencer? Is Christ 

Jesus the influencer, the Influencer in our life, the abiding presence, the cornerstone, 

all these different words that have been used very much over the years, and may be 

‘Influencer’ is just another one to go along with, but the point of reference when we 

decide will I do this or will I do that , we say, what would Jesus want me to do in this 

situation – to reach out, to turn away, to say ‘Yes’, to say ‘No’, whatever. Is it the 

teaching and the example, the life and the spirit of Jesus Christ which determines the 

sort of person that we are and the sort of decisions that we make and the actions 

that we take? If we can say even in a small way, ‘Oh yes Jesus is the real focus  

of my decision making, well he is ‘Jesus the Influencer’ and in many ways that is 

really what we mean in today’s talk of what we mean as Christ the King.  

Kingship, Queenship, royalty might let us down in different ways, we’ll get great 

enthusiasm for a while and then we’ll become part of the gossip thing that poor 

Diana had to manage all those years ago, and probably in strange ways is all being 

brought back again. But Jesus, Jesus is King because we choose to make him the 

influence, the influence of our life and it’s a good choice if we make that choice, just 

not a good choice, it’s the best choice. Let’s pray that Jesus can truly be ‘The 

Influencer’ in our life and in doing so we recognise truly in the best and most positive 

sense of the word, Jesus as King.  

 

 

===================== 


