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Most Australians will be deeply concerned, if not 
horrified by the findings of the 4-year Brereton 
Report into allegations against Australian soldiers. 
These allegations are of murder and other crimes 
against innocent people in Afghanistan, people 
they were supposed to protect. 
 

Quite rightly the law will take its course. Charges 
may or may not be laid. Prosecutors and defence 
lawyers will argue the cases. And decisions will 
be made by lawful authorities, as they should be.  
 

But what about us, the public? So easy it can be 
to criticise, even “bay for blood”, from the security 
of our homes - a security which relies  
considerably on the courage and self-sacrifice, 
past, current and future, of our defence personnel. 
 

The wars of the past sixty years have been  
different from earlier wars, when enemy forces 
were clearly identified. We now know the effect of 
months, years, of combat, not knowing if a person 
who was presenting as a friend and ally was in 
fact a deadly foe. That does not justify a war 
crime of any kind, but it does remind us that we 
need to wait for the legal process of prosecution 
and defence to take its rightful course. 
 

Federal and State Governments have expressed 
concerns for people suffering from mental health 
issues. Millions of dollars in extra funding has 
been (thankfully) pledged. But those who face a 
deadly enemy day after day, month after month, 
in combat zones are at a higher risk of having 
mental health issues than any other section of our 
Australian community. The “heat of battle” does 
not disappear just because the active conflict 
might have ceased.  
 

So how will you react when next you see a soldier 
in uniform? Will you wonder if he or she is  
someone who has disgraced the Australian flag 
and all it stands for? Or will you be grateful for his 
or her service, perhaps expressing that gratitude 
in a brief greeting? If you choose the latter, there 
is a 98% likelihood that your appreciation is  
well-deserved, and will very much include those 
who have shown the courage to step away from  
some aspects of a “culture” in which neither they 
nor the majority of their colleagues participated. 
 

The Brereton Report speaks of elements of the 
“culture” of the SAS contributing significantly to its 
deeply concerning findings. But the formation of a 
“culture” is usually historic and widespread,  
making it difficult to determine responsibility 
when, how and why that culture has gone awry.  
 

As investigations and potential prosecutions  
continue, it will be helpful to heed the wise and 
balanced remarks of both Darren Chester and 
Richard Marles, and acknowledge with gratitude 
the courageous and self-sacrificing service of all 

but a few of those who serve our country in our name. 

The defence minister,  
Linda Reynolds, said the Brereton 
Report outlined “a range of very  
serious matters that the chief of the 
defence force must now  
comprehensively respond to”. 
Reynolds said accountability would 
be “crucial to maintaining the highest 
standards Australians expect of our 
military, reassuring confidence and 
trust, and learning from grave  
failings”. The government has also 
“The findings announced … today 
should not cast a shadow on the vast 
majority whose contributions to the 
mission in Afghanistan were carried 
out to the highest standards demanded 
of them,” Reynolds said.  
      This was a view echoed by  
Darren Chester, the minister for  
veterans’ affairs and defence  
personnel. Chester said the past 20 
years had seen “one of the highest 
operational tempos in our military 
history” with more than 39,000  
Australians deployed to Afghanistan. 
     “For the overwhelming majority 
their service was in keeping with the 
values we expect as a nation, and the 
high standards they demand of each 
other,” he said. Chester said support 
was available to veterans, ADF  
members and their families, including 
counselling, legal, psychological, 
medical, pastoral and social work 
support.  
       Labor’s defence spokesman, 
Richard Marles, said his thoughts 
were with the victims and with the 
majority of ADF members who had 
provided distinguished service. 
“These are appalling allegations. 
These happened by people wearing 
our nation’s uniform. in the name of 
our country. That is profoundly  
difficult to accept, knowing as I do, 
the incredible service that has been 
provided by thousands, tens of  
thousands of Australians in our  
defence forces and in Afghanistan.” 
Microsoft News - Thurs. Nov. 19 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Parish  Personnel  
 

PARISH PRIEST: 

Fr Kevin Dillon 

Mobile: 0421 777 360  

Email: frkd@stsimonsparish.com.au 
 

PASTORAL ASSOCIATE: 
Mrs Abbie Ferdinands (Mon, Wed, Fri) 
 

SACRAMENTAL CO-ORDINATOR: 
Mrs Marialisa Mandarino (Wed) 
 

BUSINESS & OFFICE MANAGER: 
Mr Peter Evans (Mon - Thu) 
 

COVID SAFETY OFFICER: 
Ms Julie Ashman (Mon, Wed) 
 

CHILD SAFEGUARDING: 
Ms Delisa Gonsalves (Mon)  

 

SECRETARIES: 
Mrs Felicia Ahumada (Mon - Wed) 

Miss Sophia Giuliano (Thu, Fri) 
 

ST. SIMON’S SCHOOL PRINCIPAL: 
Mr. Tom Wursthorn: 9755 4222  
 

NAZARETH COLLEGE PRINCIPAL: 
Mr Sam Cosentino: 9795 8100 
 

MASS TIMES: 
Sunday: 9.00am & 11.00am 
Mon to Fri: 10.00am 
Saturday: 4.30pm & 6.00pm 
(See page 2 for full details) 
 

WEEKEND ONLINE MASS TIMES: 
Sunday: live from Saturday 6pm 
 

OTHER ONLINE MASS TIMES: 
Tuesday to Friday: Live from 6.00am 
 

MASS ON RADIO: 
Mass from St. Simon’s is broadcast  

on 89.9 FM The Light at 7am Sundays 
 

Currently unavailable during 
COVID-19 restrictions: 
AFTER SCHOOL RELIGIOUS  
EDUCATION 
 

WEDDINGS & MARRIAGE PREP: 
Contact Parish Office 
 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK: 
Available as necessary by private  

arrangement with Fr. Kevin 

(0421 777 360) 
 

PARISH COUNCIL: 
parishcouncil@stsimonsparish.com.au 
 

PARISH HALL HIRE:  

Available for hire after school hours 

and weekends (not during current 

restrictions). For enquiries, contact 

the Parish Office during Office Hours.  
 

PARISH CENTRE FACILITIES HIRE: 

Contact the Parish Office. 
 

ST VINCENT DE PAUL HELPLINE:  

1800 305 330 



CHURCH & PARISH OFFICE 

In response to the latest Victorian Government’s  
directives (effective 28 October 2020), please note 

that St Simon’s Church and Parish Office 
have restricted attendance.  

 

Staff continue to primarily work from home, therefore,  
the Parish Office will be closed on Thursday.  

Office hours: 10am - 4pm on Mon, Tues, Wed and Fri. 
  
 

The Parish Office email 
office@stsimonsparish.com.au will be monitored. 

  

For urgent queries, please try calling either: 
Fr Kevin Dillon on 0421 777 360 or 
our Parish Mobile on 0491 176 149  

we will try to get back to you as soon as we can, 
and certainly within 3 business days. 

 

May God bless you and keep you safe and healthy. 
…………………………………………………………………….……...……….... 

ST . SIMON’S VIRTUAL MOVIE CLUB 

Thursday Dec 10th at 7pm 
Movie: to be announced next week  

 

The third ‘screening’ for our Virtual Movie Club went 
very well indeed on Thursday night. There was a 
great sense of community as both old and new faces 
enjoyed the evening together. 
 

We meet via Zoom at 7pm, watch the movie on 
YouTube at 7.30pm, then regroup for another meeting 
(with a cuppa etc.) at 9.20pm and have a chat about 
the movie (or anything else, for that matter!). 
 

This arrangement can continue even when (hopefully!)  
the current restrictions are eased and we can use our  
own cinema. Our “Virtual Cinema” can continue as well.  
 

We would love to have new people involved to build 
our sense of parish community, so if you would like to 
explore this, with no obligation, contact: 
 

Fr Kevin:  frkd@stsimonsparish.com.au or  

Nick Brennan:  nbre5793@bigpond.net.au 
…………………………………………………………………….……...……….... 

RECONCILIATION will be available in the  
Chapel at 5.15pm on Saturdays, immediately after the 
4.30pm Mass, or by private request to Fr. Kevin. 
Please ensure social distancing directions are  
observed. 
…………………………………………………………………….……...……….... 

PRIVATE PRAYER must be SUSPENDED until 
further notice. 
…………………………………………………………………….……...……….... 

PRAYER GROUPS  
AND OTHER PARISH MEETINGS 

 

Only meetings via ZOOM will be  
able to continue. 

…………………………………………………………………….……...……….... 

MAY THEY REST IN PEACE  
RISEN IN THE LORD 

 

Recent Death: Lee Phing ‘Sharon’ Li 

ST SIMONS PARISH 
Parish Masses  

It is anticipated – but by no means certain - that 
up to 50 people (or perhaps even more) may be 
permitted to attend church services as of Monday 
November 23. Any announcement to this effect 
(if it is made) will be reported on Sun Nov 22. 
 

If (and only “if”) this easing of restrictions occurs, 
there will be no need for parishioners to book ahead 
for weekday Mass. However, each attendee must 
still register name and contact phone number  
immediately upon entering the Church Foyer.  
 

For WEEKEND Masses, booking will still be  
essential so that our parish continues, for the 
good of all, to observe the COVID regulations  
respectfully. 
 

For Weekend Mass attendance, we will be 
launching a new online booking system early this 
week and we want to encourage all parishioners to 
use this new system. It is very easy and instructions 
will be provided via the bulletin and a video on our 
YouTube channel.  If you are (really) unable to use 
this system for online booking then please call the 
Parish Office on 9764 4058 during business hours 
(currently 10am - 4pm on Mon, Tues, Wed & Fri) 
and we'll assist you. 
 

We still need to check you off the pre-registration 
list, so please arrive early to Mass so as to avoid 
queues and delays to the start of Mass. 
 

Should the number of people permitted to attend 
Mass be 50 or more, then as of next Sunday 
(November 29),  in addition to the 9am and 11am 
Masses, there will be another Sunday Mass  at 
7.30am. 

The 4.30pm Saturday Vigil Masses during  
Advent will be reserved for First Communion  
candidates and a limited number of family. 

Please note again, these changes will take place 
only when 50 people or more are permitted to 
attend “indoor ceremonies” (Masses) 
 

Mass in the Church 

Sunday: * 9.00am & 11.00am  
*possibly 7.30am (see above) 
Mon to Fri: 10.00am 
Saturday: 4.30pm & 6.00pm (Vigil Masses) 

Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday are the days on 
which the Mass will be videoed. 
 

Online Masses  

Tue, Wed, Thur, Fri and Sun Masses will  
continue to be available online at: 

Website: www.stsimonsparish.com.au 

YouTube: St Simon the Apostle Parish, Rowville 

For earlier Masses, click “Previous Mass Videos”. 
 

May God bless you and keep you safe and healthy 



Happy 40th Wedding Anniversary 
to 

Jeremy & Rebecca De Lima. 
 

Wishing you God’s blessings on your 
Anniversary and many more happy 

years ahead. 
…………………………………………………………………….…………...… 

Zoom GOSPEL REFLECTION/PRAYER GROUP 
Weekly on Mondays at 7.30pm 

We use a guided reflection to meditate 
on the Sunday Gospel as well as  
share our own insights to enrich our 
understanding and allow God's Word  
to touch our lives.  

To join email: office@stsimonsparish.com.au 
…………………………………………………………………….…………...… 

ROSARY GROUP 
Fridays at 11.00am via Zoom 

We welcome you to join us as we pray the 
Rosary and intercede to Our Lady for all our 
intentions.  
To join email: ab-
bie@stsimonsparish.com.au 
…………………………………………………………………….…………...… 

ZOOM AND SOUL 

Thursday Dec 3 at 7.30pm 
 

As Advent draws nearer - come join us 
for an inspiring evening. 
 

To join email: loretta@stsimonsparish.com.au 
…………………………………………………………………….…………...… 

ST SIMONS YOUTH  
Connect Group 

Monday Nov 7th, 7.00pm - 8.30pm  

Welcome to our Youth Connect Group! We are excited  
for you to join us on zoom as we casually discuss faith 
and our faith journeys. If you are interested in joining, 
please email us at: stsimonsyouthteam@gmail.com  
…………………………………………………………………….…………...… 

YOUTH CHOIR 2021 
Welcome to all singers and musicians! 

If you are interested in sharing your talents to serve the 
community together with other youth, we would love for 
you to get in touch. Eliza: 0428 065 448 
…………………………………………………………………….…………...… 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
Monette Payet, Callum Porritt, Jacqui Giuliano,  
Fr Kevin Dillon, Dale Sheehan, Louis Greco,  

Catherine Ubay, Roshenka Roche, Carmine Bonacci,  
Natalie Zaher, Lucas Dalle-Nogare, Simon Sakkal,  

Sophie Orbien, Tony Orbien, Rey Soriano,  
Courtney McAllister 

…………………………………………………………………….…………...… 

ASSISTANCE REQUIRED 
 

A residential garden in Glen Waverley requires  
assistance for its maintenance. 

 

Please contact the Parish Office for more information. 
Thank you  - office@stsimonsparish.com.au 

PARISH DIARY 

Prayer Group: Mon 23 Nov 

RCIA: Tues 24 Nov  

Rosary Group: Fri 27  Nov 

Parish Pastoral Council: Tues 24 Nov 

Faith Development Team: Thurs 26 Nov 

Men’s Group: Wed 2 Dec 

Youth Connect Group: Mon 7 Dec 

Virtual Movie Club: Thurs 10 Dec 

Pastoral Committee: Wed 20 Jan 

Children’s Liturgy: “Ready, Set, Pray!” - Parish Website 

Liturgy Meeting: TBA 

Finance Committee: TBA 
…………………………………………………………………….…………...… 

ST COLUMBANS DAY 2020 

Monday Nov 23rd, 12pm 

We welcome you to St Columban's Day celebration in 
2020 and invite you to join the live stream of our Mass at 
the Columban House in Essendon in celebrating the feast 
of our patron. 

Live stream viewing: www.columban.org.au 
…………………………………………………………………….…………...… 

SPIRITUAL LEADERS PROGRAM 
One year, part-time  

Feb 2021, Fridays mornings (and some afternoons) 
 

Suitable for people in outreach ministries and various  
positions of leadership within their faith community,  
such as priests, ministers, members of religious Orders, 
lay ecclesial ministers, community and spiritual leaders, 
chaplains, pastoral carers, and those in health and  
education.  
 

The program focuses on personal integration of the  
theory and practice of a contemplative, discerning  
approach to pastoral ministry. Previous participants have 
commented that this Program has been transformational 
in terms of their personal spirituality and their leadership 
skills.   
 

Available online via Zoom, face-to-face, or a combination 
of both. 
 

Apply to Heart of Life Centre for Spiritual & Pastoral  
Formation in Malvern, VIC. Fee-Help is available to  
qualifying participants. Brochure and application form 
at www.heartoflife.melbourne or call 9890 1101 
…………………………………………………………………….…………...… 

REACHING BEYOND 2020 

People of all trades and professions are 
being requested by communities abroad 
seeking to build the capacity of their  
organisations and the skills of their people. 

Restrictions this year have made communities’ needs 
acute, but your assistance will help to develop  
self-reliance and sustainable solutions to poverty.   
 

Palms Australia will provide you with thorough preparation 
to ensure your readiness as travel resumes, and support 
on assignment. 
 

See: www.palms.org.au  Email: palms@palms.org.au  
Speak with Roger: 0431 995 058 

mailto:loretta@stsimonsparish.com.au
mailto:loretta@stsimonsparish.com.au
mailto:loretta@stsimonsparish.com.au
mailto:loretta@stsimonsparish.com.au
http://www.heartoflife.melbourne/


 

 

 Spring Clean Windows Inside and Out 

 Carpet Cleaning 

 Tenant Vacate Clean  

 General House Cleaning 

For a FREE QUOTE 

call Steve: 0423 496 516 

 

Appliance Repairs  
& Installation Service 

 We specialize in the repair of: 

 Washing Machines 

 Dishwashers 

 Dryers 

 Electric Ovens 

 Microwaves 

 Cooktops / Range hoods 

 Fridges / Freezers 

 Test / Tag Services 

 Contact: Ash (0413 913 619) 
 

 

 

 

NBN / Data Networks 
CCTV Security Cameras 

Digital & Cable TV 
Wi-Fi Speed Boost 

  
Call Brad: 0438 090 700 
sales@chipking.com.au 

  
Registered Cabler T08011 
Security Reg. 936-086-80S 

 
Please call the  

Parish Office  

if you would  

like to advertise  

your business  

in our  

weekly bulletin 

Please call the  

Parish Office  

if you would  

like to advertise  

your business  

in our  

weekly bulletin 

Super Steve’s Cleaning Team 

 

Piano Lessons 
 
 

Private or Group Lessons on: 
Piano, Keyboard, Guitar, Singing, Theory 
 
 
 

5 years old to adults, for all levels  
 
 
 

Preparation for A.M.E.B and V.C.E 
Exams, vocal performances and just 

for your pleasure! 
 
 
 

Book a free trial class: 
Phone: 0407 816 197 

Email: nataliaspeirs12@gmail.com 
 
 
 

www.melodymusicschool.com.au 

 
 

Imagine if you could refinance your loan to a lower 
rate and help put an end to homelessness. 

Our experienced Mortgage Brokers, based right here in 
Rowville are ready to assist you.  Not only will we find you the 
best deal, but thanks to the work of our charity partners, your 

loan will also have a social impact. 

Learn more at www.together.finance find us on Facebook 

@together.finance or call (03) 8761 9024. 

November 22, 2020 - Christ the King 

We come to you
 

 Law: family law, wills,  
power of attorney and estates,  
commercial law, employment, 
contract and debt disputes.   

Conveyancing:  
buying and selling property. 
 

www.powalawyers.com.au 
 

0407 739 123 | 0452 615 780 

First reading 
Ezekiel 34:11-12,15-17 

The Lord says this: I am going to look after my flock 
myself and keep all of it in view. As a shepherd keeps all 
his flock in view when he stands up in the middle of his 
scattered sheep, so shall I keep my sheep in view. I shall 
rescue them from wherever they have been scattered 
during the mist and darkness. I myself will pasture my 
sheep, I myself will show them where to rest – it is the 
Lord who speaks. I shall look for the lost one, bring back 
the stray, bandage the wounded and make the weak 
strong. I shall watch over the fat and healthy. I shall be a 
true shepherd to them. 

As for you, my sheep, the Lord says this: I will judge 
between sheep and sheep, between rams and he-goats. 
 

Responsorial Psalm 
Psalm 22(23):1-3, 5-6 

 

Second reading 
1 Corinthians 15:20-26, 28 

Christ has been raised from the dead, the first-fruits of all 
who have fallen asleep. Death came through one man 
and in the same way the resurrection of the dead has 
come through one man. Just as all men die in Adam, so 
all men will be brought to life in Christ; but all of them in 
their proper order: Christ as the first-fruits and then, after 
the coming of Christ, those who belong to him. After that 
will come the end, when he hands over the kingdom to 
God the Father, having done away with every 
sovereignty, authority and power. For he must be king 
until he has put all his enemies under his feet and the 
last of the enemies to be destroyed is death, for 
everything is to be put under his feet. And when 
everything is subjected to him, then the Son himself will 
be subject in his turn to the One who subjected all things 
to him, so that God may be all in all. 

 
 

Gospel 
Matthew 25:31-46 

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘When the Son of Man comes in his 
glory, escorted by all the angels, then he will take his seat on 
his throne of glory. All the nations will be assembled before 
him and he will separate men one from another as the 
shepherd separates sheep from goats. He will place the sheep 
on his right hand and the goats on his left. 

‘Then the King will say to those on his right hand, “Come, you 
whom my Father has blessed, take for your heritage the 
kingdom prepared for you since the foundation of the world. 
For I was hungry and you gave me food; I was thirsty and you 
gave me drink; I was a stranger and you made me welcome; 
naked and you clothed me, sick and you visited me, in prison 
and you came to see me.” Then the virtuous will say to him in 
reply, “Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you; or 
thirsty and give you drink? When did we see you a stranger 
and make you welcome; naked and clothe you; sick or in 
prison and go to see you?” And the King will answer, “I tell you 
solemnly, in so far as you did this to one of the least of these 
brothers of mine, you did it to me.” 

‘Next he will say to those on his left hand, “Go away from me, 
with your curse upon you, to the eternal fire prepared for the 
devil and his angels. For I was hungry and you never gave me 
food; I was thirsty and you never gave me anything to drink; I 
was a stranger and you never made me welcome, naked and 
you never clothed me, sick and in prison and you never visited 
me.” Then it will be their turn to ask, “Lord, when did we see 
you hungry or thirsty, a stranger or naked, sick or in prison, 
and did not come to your help?” Then he will answer, “I tell you 
solemnly, in so far as you neglected to do this to one of the 
least of these, you neglected to do it to me.” 

‘And they will go away to eternal punishment, and the 
virtuous to eternal life.’ 

Next Week’s Readings: First Sunday of Advent Year B 
Is 63:16-17, 64:1, 3-8;  1 Cor 1:3-9;  

Mk 13:33-37 

http://www.together.finance
http://www.powalawyers.com.au

