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There’s an old story that goes back many years about the priest who was hearing 

confessions from the Grade 6 class in the parish school. A little boy came in and 

said, “Bless me Father for I have sinned. I threw peanuts in the river” and the priest 

said, “Oh you know that’s really not too bad, it’s a bit wasteful, but that’s alright, just 

say 2 Hail Marys”. Next little kid comes in and says “Bless me Father for I have 

sinned. I threw peanuts in the river” and the priest says, “Well again, that’s not too 

bad, look I’ll give you just 2 Hail Marys but don’t be wasteful”. Next little kid comes in 

and he knew the children, knew they’re old mates together but didn’t know them all 

that well and he said “Well I suppose you've been throwing peanuts in the River too 

have you?” Little kid says “No, I’m Peanuts”. Well Peanuts was also the title given to 

an extremely successful newspaper cartoon that went across the world. Interestingly 

it was designed by an American cartoonist by the name off Charles M. Schulz.  

And it was the Peanuts cartoon that introduced as to Charlie Brown and Lucy and 

Snoopy of course. Snoopy the dog, the beagle probably got more attention than 

anyone. The little fellow called Pig-Pen who always had a little trail of dust going 

behind him. But very importantly there was Lucy’s little brother, he was called Linus. 

And Linus never appeared in the cartoon for years and years without his security 

blanket. It was such an important part of his life and his sense of real comfort, 

something that’s very common with any number of children over any number of 

years.  

I was interested when I came to St. Simon’s to find there was a ministry for what we 

might look at first glance as being security blankets. Well there weren’t so much 

security blankets for children, they were really prayer and comfort shawls, 

particularly for sick people and for some years, I think it’s probably best part of 20 

years, marvellous parishioners of St. Simon’s have been knitting, donating and 

delivering these to people and the response from people that I’ve see just in my  

3 years here in St. Simon’s has been absolutely magnificent. People appreciated  

it so much, its warm, soft, cuddly, probably washed in Cuddly as well, but very 

importantly, there’s a little card that goes with it that says ‘This prayer shawl was 

knitted by handed and threaded with prayers of love and hope. May it bring blessings 

of comfort and a gift of warmth amid the knowledge that you are loved. St. Simon the 

Apostle Parish, Rowville’.  



Now I’ve never seen that sort of ministry before in a parish, I’m not sure it’s totally 

unique, but it’s certainly something which is very very special indeed to this parish 

here. There will be many parishes that have gifts of something similar whereby they 

reach out to people who are sick or in need or whatever, but they are expressions  

of love and care and warmth and prayer and concern. And every parish, may be not 

every parish, but most parishes have some special area of ministry that someone 

has commenced, others have joined with them and may be its gone on for quite 

some years if not decades, maybe even older parishes for centuries. That’s one  

of the things that is very special about parish life. Sure, today is the feast of St. 

Simon and so we’re focusing on this parish in Rowville in Melbourne, but you are 

wherever you are and you have your own parish and it may well have similar kinds  

of ministries and work and care and it’s an opportunity as I said earlier for you to 

focus on that in your own prayer.  

What is a parish – it’s people who come together for mass, when we can, and 

hopefully we’ll get back to that in the not too distant future in some of reasonable 

numbers. But as well as the whole area of worship and sacraments and those things 

which in fairness are in the core of focus and ministry in the parish, that sense  

of engagement of people looking after and caring for one another, aware of the 

needs, giving comfort when there’s times of sickness and bereavement and reaching 

out in any number of different areas, this whole part of what parish life is all about. 

It’s about community and dare I use the phrase ‘We’re all in this together’ and we try 

to be at any rate as best we can and that is something to be celebrated, even amid 

the demands and the restrictions and the hazards that we’ve experienced this year 

with COVID, the sense of parish in any cases has risen to the top and has been  

a source of great comfort and strength to so many people.  

I hear many stories including very much in our own parish with lots of parishioners 

ringing around to others particularly to those who are isolated and alone and saying 

‘Hey anything we can do, any help that you need and just in the last few days, I’ve 

been talking to people who live, certainly not in Rowville, but people I’ve known for 

quite some time and people are really experiencing that sense of not just aloneness 

but loneliness and that is very disturbing indeed. Parishes can’t fix all of that but 

there are communities of people who care and look after one another within the 

context of our own common faith in Jesus and all those teachings of Jesus which are 



so applicable ‘Whatever you do to the least of these, you do to me. Treat one 

another as you would like to be treated yourself’. All these things are about care  

and kindness and the parish today is meant to be an absolute focal point of this sort 

of element of life itself.  

I found myself thinking as I looked at this beautiful prayer shawl of my previous 

parish in Geelong, I remember one wonderful parishioner down there by the name  

of Gary Mclveener came into my office one day about 8-9 years ago and said “I see 

we’re building a storeroom, can I have a small section of it for a pantry to give food  

to people in need?” and I said “Yeah that would be fine”. Well a small quarter of the 

storeroom became half, half became three quarters, three quarters became the 

whole jolly thing, but a better ministry you couldn’t find. This parish pantry down 

there has been operating with great volunteer help for so many people for about 

nearly 10 years now, just an extraordinary ministry of care and love and practical 

help.  

They’re just two things, two of what will be hundreds, you’ll be able to think of those 

yourself in your own parish and certainly there are many many others that happen 

here at St. Simons and that’s what we celebrate in that proper use of the word  

and acknowledge and honour today as being so much a part of what we do. Within 

the context of all of that, one of the things which I think is important in most parishes, 

certainly here at St. Simon’s, is the people that keep the show on the road and that’s 

not the priest. Priest comes and goes, but there are two groups of people that really 

keep that service of the parish going indefinitely year after year after year and they 

do change it to a degree but they are obviously the parishioners themselves, 

particularly the ones who put their hands up to be a part of this or part of that and 

nearly in all cases, do so with great generosity of their own time and care and effort.  

The other group within parishes and certainly within ours and I hope the couple  

of them that are her today don’t get embarrassed but are the staff. The people that 

really the parishioners say, we can’t do everything but we contribute in order to have 

people to spend pretty well all day every day and a lot of extra time as well to make 

things happen and to keep this community together. So I take this opportunity to give 

a special thank you to the staff present and past and hopefully future of St. Simon’s 

parish who have done such a sterling job over 30 years on any number of different 

levels of skill. But the one thing I do notice which is as good as anything I’ve ever 

seen before is a sense of commitment and it is a commitment based in faith and it’s 



commitment based in terms of the whole sense of reliance that we have on one 

another.  

So there’s lots to celebrate today in terms of our parish even in the dark and difficult 

time and so many people who have written to me and written to the parish in general 

to say how much difference it has made to them to get through these past, well 

nearly 8 months now of challenges and difficulty, and in some cases heartache and 

heart break. But the parish has made a world of difference. So, St. Simon, they call 

him ‘The Zealot’. Now they’re not quite sure whether that means, he was a political 

activist or that he was a just a fellow who had zeal. It doesn’t matter, either way, our 

parish patron and I think we’re the only parish in Australia that’s named after St. 

Simon, but he was someone who wanted to make the word a better place and he did 

so as far as we can tell with zeal and enthusiasm, so that’s a god guy to have on 

board, not only as an apostle but as someone who was an enthusiast. Let’s try  

and pick up a little bit of that ourselves and be grateful for all those many people past 

and present and hopefully future, who have been part of the St Simon’s Rowville 

community. 
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